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2020 - 2021 Award winners presentations made at 2021 Convention
Since there was no Convention held in 2020, in some cases awards were handed out for both 2020 and 2021

2020 IVFA Convention 
Award Winners

2021 IVFA Convention 
Award Winners

Ollie Sandberg 
Award winner

Willie Stoffrogen

(All photos submitted by
Steve Anderson)

Mr. IVFA Award winner
Steve Anderson

Mr. IVFA Award winner
Pete Taylor

Lois Boaz Award winner
Beth Caudill

Lois Boaz Award winner
Beverly Taylor

Angel Award winner ~ Rachel Bussey

Convention Host Plaque presented to
Rick Cannon (left) and Paul Holcomb (right)

IVFAA President’s Award winner
Janet Mathews

Miriam Schaekel Award winner
Phyllis Vargo

Miriam Schaekel Award winner
Eula Bush

Ivan Nevil Fire Service
Leadership Award winner

Jack Zeeks, Jr.

During the 75th State Convention of the Indiana 
Volunteer Firefighter’s Association Dr. Sue 
Ellspermann (pictured second from right) was 
recognized for her support in the partnership 
between IVY TECH and the Indiana Volunteer 
Firefighter’s Association.

During the past two years Dr. Ellspermann has 
offered over $500,000.00 in “free” tuition and most 
recently has agreed to extend that grant opportunity 

The Indiana Volunteer Firefighter’s 
Association recognizes 

Dr. Sue Ellspermann and Ivy Tech- see ‘ellspermann’  - page 4
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From the
State House to 
the Fire House

by 
Larry 
Curl

From the
State House to 
the Fire House

by 
Larry 
Curl

SECTION 1

Some “Political” talk and more
By Larry Curl, 
IVFA Member and Lobbyist 

Greetings Fellow officers and 
members, firefighters, emergency 
service responders,  EMTs, 
paramedics and IVFAA members. 

Another quarter has passed 
since my last newspaper article 
“Fire House to the State House”. 

So let’s talk about some 
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n  &  
information, my three favorite 
topics.

Welcome to summer 2021, 
where we are now able to enjoy 
“in-person” visits, gatherings, and 
return to somewhat of a normal 
social life. Many of our Districts 
are now back to full meeting 
schedules, we were able to attend 
our State Convention in June, yes 
our 75th state convention of the 
Indiana Volunteer Firefighters 
Association. 

Your state association will also 
be hosting the National Benefits 
Summit where we anticipate some 
thirty states being represented with 
hopefully 50-plus fire service 
members where we will share in 
conversation about fire service 
across America, addressing issues 
l i k e  b e n e f i t s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  
information sharing. We will 
spend 2 ½ days with friends and 
fellow fire service leaders sharing 
and  exchanging  thoughts ,  
concerns and issues that drive our 
service delivery to the citizens we 
all serve.

Legislation: just a short update 
from the last session; over 14 bills 
were introduced that had some 
impact on the way we serve. Not 
all of them got a hearing, not all of 
them got passed but we did see 
some significant legislation passed 
and signed into law such as:

H B 1 0 3 2  N E W B O R N  
SAFETY DEVICES. HB1065 
F I R E  P R O T E C T I O N  
T E R R I T O R I E S .  H B 111 5  
INTERFERING WITH PUBLIC 
SAFETY. HB1230 SAFE HAVEN 
911. HB1201 EMERGENCY 
TRANSPORT OF INJURED 
OPERATIONAL CANINE.  
HB1230 SAFE HAVEN 911 and 
HB1270 DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY.

For details of this and other 
bi l ls  vis i t  our  websi te  a t  
www.ivfa.org and look at the 
legislative page.

We are hoping every (dues 
paying) department has gotten our 
“Cost Savings Study” and had a 
chance to review it. Our goal is to 
raise the awareness of our value to 
the elected officials as well as our 
citizens and our membership. If 
you did not get your copy (in the 
mail) please contact your District 
Chairman. This is a valuable 
document that shares the cost 
savings in tax dollars we bring to 
our community. This document 
will show we save $4.5 billion 
annually to our state, as well as 
what the percentage increase 
would be if we were not providing 
our service broken down by  
legislative districts and townships 
we serve. 

We are fast at work on a 
legislative package for 2022 and 
welcome your input, thoughts, 
concerns as we draft our proposals 
that will help us serve our 

community and our members. You 
can contact your District Chair, 
your Public Relations member, the 
IVFA officers or me, your lobbyist. 
All our contact information can be 
found in this edition of the 
newspaper or on the website.

EDUCATION – we have had a 
great success in our partnership 
with IVY TECH where we have 
enjoyed over 400 members 
participating in some form of 
educational opportunity over the 
last two years. Thanks to Dr. Sue 
Ellspermann, President of IVY 
TECH, her staff and their 
foundation we have received over 
$500,000.00 in educational 
benefits and we are not done.

Recently in a meeting with 
State Representative Randy Frye, 
Dr. Ellspermann, President of Ivy 
Tech; Mary Jane Michelac, Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  
Relations at Ivy Tech; IVFA 
President David Israel, Vice 
President Jerry Liston and myself 
were informed that IVY TECH 
will continue our partnership for 
another 2 full years. 

Now is the time to check out 
what IVY TECH has to offer and 
take full advantage of this 
program. Make it your #1 
r e c r u i t m e n t  t o o l  i n  y o u r  
recruitment and retention tool box. 
Market it, share it, and explain to 
your potential new members as 
well as your existing members the 
advantage this offer is. Let’s make 
the next two years just as 

rewarding as or better than the 
last two years.

A l s o  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  
opportunities check out the 
website as we have now secured 
a partnership with Purdue Global 
(the on-line classes from Purdue) 
to offer deep discounts to our 
membership. Through the IVFA-
Purdue Global  educat ion 
partnership, members of the 
Indiana Volunteer Firefighter’s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e  t h e  
opportunity to earn a bachelor’s 
degree 100% online on your 
time, lower the cost of your 
tuition, and get to graduation 
sooner — from a school within 
the respected Purdue University 
system. 

Lastly, just some information 
you may or may not already 
know, our federal government 
has passed the American Rescue 
Plan. On March 11, President 
Biden signed the $1.9 trillion 
American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 (ARP). The plan eclipses 
previous stimulus packages in 
terms of both funding dollars and 
reach for state and local 
governments. Follow up to see 
where you as a public safety 
provider fit into this plan. The 
money is there but not without 
asking, requesting, or being a 
voice at the table. 

NO MORE WAITING… 3, 
6, 12 MONTHS OR LONGER 

During the past months many 
of you have spoken with the 

State Fire Marshal about training 
of our new members and he 
listened. Thanks to Marshal 
Thacker and the Fire and Public 
Safety Academy Division during 
t h e  B O A R D  O F  
FIREFIGHTING PERSONNEL 
S T A N D A R D S  A N D  
EDUCATION meeting at this 
year’s 75th State Convention the 
board passed a motion to put into 
place for a one year trial a new 
training program for “newly 
recruited” members of the 
volunteer fire service, titled 
Emergency Response Support 
(ERS). This is a program that 
would allow our departments to 
begin utilizing our new members 
after an approximate 30 hour in-
house training to enable them to 
ride along, be involved, and feel 
more a part of the service they 
wish to provide. THIS DOES 
NOT ALLOW INTERIOR 
FIRE FIGHTING, but will 
allow them to participate in a 
support role getting them on the 
apparatus quicker and letting 
them feel and be a more active 
part of what we do. 

For more information or a 
schedule of the trainings contact 
Wade E. Walling, Director Fire 
and Public Safety Academy, 
Division of Fire and Building 
Safety, Indiana Department of 
Homeland Security at (317) 694 -
1 5 9 6  C e l l :  o r  E m a i l :  
WWalling@dhs.in.gov 

Enjoy your summer, your 
return to social activity and being 
with family,  friends, and 
neighbors. 

Larry 

e-mail news
and  photos to
printco@rhsi.tv
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District 13B - Jeff  Biehl
     P.O. Box 186
    Mooreland, IN 47360
     (765) 524-7718 (Cell)
     E-mail: district13b@ivfa.org
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INDIANA VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER OFFICERS

  
President - David R. Israel
    2070 S. Co. Rd. 700 W.
    Greensburg, IN 47240
    Home (812) 663-8952
    E-mail: president@ivfa.org

Vice President - Jerry Liston
    P.O. Box 83
    Cicero, IN 46034
    Cell (317) 385-2309
    E-mail: vicepresident@ivfa.org 

 Secretary - Leighanne Ellis
    4034 N. 150 E.
    Camden, IN 46917
    Home (765) 564-0256
    E-mail: secretary@ivfa.org

Treasurer - Luke Kluender
   61 Sherwood Lane
   Bedford, IN 47421
   Home (812) 508-8476 
    E-mail: treasurer@ivfa.org

Sergeant-At-Arms - Wm. Brent Bush
   8504 S. SR 71
   Dana, IN 47847
   Cell (812) 243-0140
     E-mail: sgtatarms@ivfa.org

Chaplain - Ed (Ski) Gerdowsky
    41 Six Pine Ranch Road
    Batesville, IN 47006
    Cell (812) 212-7415
    Home (812) 934-4356
    E-mail: chaplain@ivfa.org

     
Board Chairman - Paul Holcomb
    207 Conner Street, New Albany, IN 47150 – Home (812) 945-4111
    Cell (502) 664-5736 - E-mail: boardchair@ivfa.org 
     

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTORS - ELECTED

Northwest - Jeremy Reef
    4780 S. 20 W
    Cutler, IN 46920
   (765) 237-7414
    e-mail: PRNW@ivfa.org

Northeast - Jean Smith
    16721 Thiele Road
    Ft. Wayne, IN 46819
     [cell] (260) 413-3041
    e-mail: PRNE@ivfa.org

West Central - Larry L. Bartlow
    P.O. Box 12
    Montezuma, IN 47862
    (765) 245-2125 [Home]
    e-mail: PRWC@ivfa.org

East Central - Don Cushman, II
    233 Hamilton St.
    Fortville, IN 46040
    C - 317-440-3920
    E-mail: PREC@ivfa.org

Southwest - Steve Nolan
    4012 State Road 446
    Heltonville, IN 47436
   (812) 834-6384 [Home] [Cell] (812) 583-4592
     E-mail: PRSW@ivfa.org

Southeast - Ed Scheele
    1161 Sawmill Rd.
    Batesville, IN 47006
    (812) 934-2779 (H) / cell (812) 212-5766

    e-mail: PRSE@ivfa.org

    

DISTRICT CHAIRMEN AND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

District 1 - Marshall Neese
     4908 Cleveland St.
     Gary, IN 46408
     (219) 688-8272 (Home)
      E-mail: district1@ivfa.org

District 2 - Paul F. Watland
    255 E. Greenwood Dr.
    Crown Point, IN 46307
    (219) 663-7103 (Home)
     E-mail: district2@ivfa.org

District 3 - Bob Uryga, Sr.
    402 El Portal Drive
    Michiana Shores, IN 46360
    (219) 872-6245 (Home)
    (219) 229-5663 (Cell)
    E-mail: district3@ivfa.org

District 4 - Elton Schafer
    17601 Shively Rd.
    Bremen, IN 46506
   (574) 292-2143 (Cell)
    E-mail: district4@ivfa.org

District 5 - John Grolich
    411 Franklin St.
    Plymouth, IN 46563
    574-933-3352 (Cell)
    E-mail: district5@ivfa.org

District 6 - (Gerald) Jerry Sprague
     P.O. Box 6
     Ligonier, IN 46767
     (260) 761-2001 (Home)
     (260) 894-1038 (Cell)
      E-mail: district6@ivfa.org

District 7 - Sam Bisel
     6734 E. 1100 S.
     Keystone, IN 46759
     (260) 849-0193 (Cell)
     E-mail: district7@ivfa.org

District 8A - Rex Maynard
    312 E. 12th Street
    Jonesboro, IN 46938
    (765) 517-1937 (Cell)
     E-mail: district8a@ivfa.org

District 8B - Lloyd E, Wright
     3832 E. 400 S.
     Portland, IN 47371
     Home: (260) 335-2385
    E-mail: district8b@ivfa.org

District 9A - Pascal Moon
     P.O. Box 121
     Twelve Mile, IN 46988
     (574) 725-5351(Cell)
     E-mail: district9a@ivfa.org

District 9B - Randy Denton
     301 S. Milton St.
     Rensselaer, IN 47978
     (219) 866-4166 (H) - 219-964-1717 (C)

     E-mail: district9b@ivfa.org

District 10 - John Ray
     9303 N. Co. Rd 1050 E
     Hope, IN 47246
     (812) 546-4387 (H) - cell - (812) 343-5304

    E-mail: district10@ivfa.org

District 11A - Ralph “Pete” Taylor
     721 E US Highway 40
     Brazil, IN 47834
     (812) 448-3232 (Home)
     E-mail: district11a@ivfa.org

District 11B - Jason Ryan
     P.O. Box 252
     Marshall, IN 47859
    (765) 592-0306 (Cell)
    E-mail: district11b@ivfa.org

District 12 - Scott L. Butrum
     1491 South County Road 250 West
     Danville, IN 46122
     (317) 745-9255 (H) - (317) 289-8919 (C)

     E-mail: district12@ivfa.org

District 13A - Mike Dzuba
     7016 N. Lyndhurst Crossing
     McCordsville, IN 46055
    (317) 508-3762 (Cell)
     E-mail: district13a@ivfa.org

District 14 - Richard Lee Cannon, Sr.
     8617 US Highway 111
     Memphis, IN 47143
     Cell phone (no land line) 502-523-2665
     E-mail: district14@ivfa.org

District 15 - Ross Emery
     11350 S. Brookview Ct.
     Haubstadt, IN 47639
     812-459-4062 (Cell)

     E-mail: district15@ivfa.org

District 16 - John Gott
     182 Lost Creek Rd NE
     New Salisbury, IN 47161
     (812) 596-0233 (Cell)
       E-mail: district16@ivfa.org

District 17A - Sam Emery
     799 E. Harvest Church Road
     Bloomfield, IN 47424
     (812) 384-8748 (H) - 812-381-0107 (C)

     E-mail: district17a@ivfa.org

District 17B - Heather McGlocklin
     7849 S Harmony Rd
     Bloomington, IN 47403
     812-583-9201 (Cell)
     E-mail: district17b@ivfa.org

District 18 - John “Bull” Smith
     109 Oak Street
     Huntingburg, IN 47542
     (812) 639-0697 (C)  / (812) 683-3697 (H)

     E-mail: district18@ivfa.org

District 19 - Ben Sieverding
     1485 W. Tanglewood Road
     Versailles, IN 47042
     (812) 621-1150 (cell)
     E-mail: district19@ivfa.org

District 21 - Lewis (Ed) Watson
     609 South Main St.
     Otterbein, IN 47970
     (765)  586-3330 (Cell)
    E-mail: district21@ivfa.org

     INDIANA VOLUNTEER
FIREMAN’S ASSOCIATION

PAST PRESIDENTS
Paul Holcomb
     207 Conner St.
     New Albany, IN 47150
     Home (812) 945-4111 - Cell (502) 664-5736
     E-mail: pholcomb@ivfa.org
 Steve Anderson
     1526 Reiter Drive
     Evansville, IN 47712
     Home (812) 425-0727 - Cell (812) 480-5014
     E-mail: sanderson@ivfa.org
David R. Israel
    2070 S. Co. Rd. 700 West
    Greensburg, IN 47240
    (812) 663-8952 (home)
    E-mail: disrael@ivfa.org
Tim Deckard
    13419 E Edwards Road
    Solsberry, IN 47459
    (812) 325-5636 (cell)
    E-mail: tdeckard@ivfa.org
Larry Ketchem
    P.O. Box 6, 117 Chestnut St.
    Montezuma, IN 47862
    (765) 245-2482
    E-mail: ldketchem@yahoo.com
Jack Kerney, Sr.
    2412 S.E. Browning Rd.
    Evansville, IN 47725
    (812) 867-2641 - Home
    E-mail: JKerney@ivfa.org
L.E. “Buz” Koehler 
     6225 Swallow Dr.
     Harrison, MI 48625
     Cell: (219) 866-1128
     Email: lkoehler@ivfa.org
Jack Zeeks, Jr.
      6147 State Road 37
      Mitchell, IN 47446
      (812) 849-2606 - Cell (812) 583-6187
      E-mail: jzeeks@ivfa.org
Richard “Dick” Glant
     619 South East St.
     Bremen, IN 46506
     (574) 546-3509
     E-mail: RGlant@ivfa.org
Willie M. “Mitch” Parish
     PO Box 15
     Francesville, IN 47946 
 Billy J. Sunday
     402 North Main
     Farmland, IN 47340
     (765) 468-6412
      E-mail: bjsgofish2@gmail.com
James C. “Jim” Parker
      403 N. 11th Ave.
      Beech Grove, IN 46107
      (317) 783-9293
Norman L. Crocker 
     13432 State Road 23
     Granger, IN 46530 
     (574) 340-1663
IVFA LOBBYIST - Larry Curl
     3047 N. Raceway Road
     Indianapolis, IN 46234
    (317) 605-6669 (Cell) -(317) 347-0368 (Home)
     E-mail: lobbyist@ivfa.org
HISTORIAN - Paul E. Smith
     565 W. Green St.
     Montpelier, IN 47359
     Cell: 765-348-9314
     E-mail: district8b@ivfa.org
MISS FLAME
      E-mail: MissFlame@ivfa.org
WEBMASTER - Josh Reisert
      2236 Park Ave.,  New Albany, IN 47150
      (502) 643-2114 (Cell)
      E-mail: admin@ivfa.org

Chaplain’s
    Corner

Districts 1, 2, 3, 
9A, 9B

Districts  8A, 8B,
10, 13A, 13B

Districts  15, 17A,
17B, 18

Districts  
14, 16, 19

Districts 
4, 5, 6, 7

Districts 11A, 
11B, 12, 21

I.V.F.A. CENTRAL OFFICE

STATE SECRETARY

P.O. BOX 4797 - EVANSVILLE, IN 47724

877.606.4832 ~ 812.867.3293

812.867.3471 - FAX 

LEIGHANNE ELLIS

4034 N. 150 E. - CAMDEN, IN 46917

PHONE - 765-564-0256

Ed “Ski” 
Gerdowsky

(Display ad rep.
and 

Editor’s Assistant)

ED (SKI) GERDOWSKY - 41 SIX PINE RANCH ROAD, 
BATESVILLE, IN 47006 - Home: (812) 934-4356 - Cell: (812) 212-7415 - E-
mail: firefighterski1@etczone.com

ASSOCIATE CHAPLAINS:

PRWC - GEORGE BUCK - 3324 CHAUCER DR., LAFAYETTE, IN 
47909 - H  (765) 474-0503 - C (765) 426-8071 - mail: ome ell E-
buckd523@aol.com

    RALPH “PETE” TAYLOR - 721 E. U.S. HWY. 40, BRAZIL, IN 47834 
- Home: (812) 448-3232 - C l: (812) 236-0955 - mail: el E-
district11A@ivfa.org

(Districts 11A - 11B - 12 - 21)

PREC - BRAD SCOTT - 209 E. HENRY ST., FARMLAND, IN 47340 - 
Cell: (765) 278-0562 - E-mail: bcad03@yahoo.com

(Districts 8A - 8B - 10 - 13A - 13B)

PRSW 219 TERRE VISTA DR., TERRE HAUTE,  - MELVIN D. CAMP - 
IN 47803 hurch: 23 ell: ( 766-3275 - C  (812) 2-2319, C 812)  (Best way to reach 
me)  - -mail: E melvindcamp@aol.com

  JADON HINKLE - 8538 WEST U.S. HWY. 150, WEST BADEN, IN 
47469 - Cell: (812) 508-4378 - E-Mail: jhinkle68@gmail.com

(Districts 15 - 17A - 17B - 18)

PRSE - RACHEL BUSSEY, 1701 KETTLE BOTTOM RD., NABB, IN 
47147 - Cell (812) 406-9968 - E-mail: volunteerfirechick@gmail.com

(Districts 14 - 16- 19)

PRNW - RON DEVENPORT - 3585 SOUTH 925 EAST, WALKERTON, 
IN 46574 - (219) 363-6825 - E-mail: rldevenport@juno.com

 THOMAS L. KELLER - 410 S. DEER CREEK ST., GALVESTON, IN 
46932 - Cell: (989) 254-0307

(Districts 1 - 2 - 3 - 9A - 9B)

PRNE - JOSH WATTS, 2875 N IN-3, LAGRANGE, IN 46761 - (260) 
577-0752 -  / shieldunderfire@gmail.com mongofirechaplain@gmail.com

  DAVID ELICK - 725 NORTH CANAL STREET - LAGRANGE, IN 
46761 - Cell: (260) 336-2246 - E-mail: dave_elick@yahoo.com

(Districts 4 - 5- 6- 7)
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Help Your House of Worship; 
It’s Been a Good Friend!

If you think about it, your House of Worship is the best 
friend you will ever  have, because it is not a fair weather 
friend. It is the place to go when you are in some kind of 
trouble, to seek God’s guidance. 

It is also the place to talk to your clergyman, who may 
very well have some good advice to give to you, and will 
pray for you.

 However, friendship 
should be reciprocal, and 
times of trouble are by no 
means the only times we 
should attend our House of 
Worship. 

When things are going 
well, we should go there and 
thank the Lord for our 
blessings. Moreover, we 
should see what we can do to 
help, to the extent of our 
a b i l i t y  a n d  p h y s i c a l  
condition: for example, 
typing or making phone calls. 

Your House of Worship has indeed been your friend, so 
see if you can be a  friend in return.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Departments are entitled to 1 (one) free 

ad of 50 (fifty) words or less per issue. 

One (1) item only. Additional items or 

words will be billed at current rate. 

RATES: Twenty-five (25) words or 

less, including name and address = 

$9.40. TERMS: CASH with advertising 

copy. Include name and address in your 

ads.  Submit legible copy. Publisher is 

not responsible for errors caused by 

illegible copy. Type or print all ads. Your 

co-operation is appreciated.

Spencer Manufacturing 
offers the following:

· Full service center
· Repairs on all makes Fabrication
· State of the art paint facility
· Annual pump tests
· Full line of apparatus equipment

Custom Built Fire Apparatus
165 Veterans Blvd., South Haven, MI 49090

Phone: 888-439-4884
E-mail: firetrk@spencermfginc.com

From The
Vice-

President
Jerry Liston

SECTION 1

for another two years.
The Indiana Volunteer Firefighter’s Association is honored to be 

able to partner with IVY TECH and Dr. Ellspermann in giving back to 
our members for the services they provide.

THANK YOU DR. ELLSPERMANN AND IVY TECH 
COLLEGE.

‘ellspermann’ - continued from page 1

Greetings,

I hope everyone is doing well. 
It feels good to be out and about, 
mask-free, attending meetings and 
functions again. Although there 
are still lingering effects from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, for the 
most part, our state is opened back 
up and we are seeing a return to a 
sense of normalcy across our state.

Speaking of meetings, if you 
failed to attend the 2021 75th 
annual State Convention meeting 
in Clarksville you missed a good 
one. I want to thank I.V.F.A. 
Districts 14, 16, and their 
committees for planning and 
hosting this year’s convention. It is 
not an easy task to plan and host a 
convention, it is a 2-year planning 
p r o c e s s .  T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  
committee did an excellent job 
considering what we have been 
through and seen in the last 
eighteen (18) months.

The 2022 convention will be 
held in Evansville and will be 
hosted by I.V.F.A. District 15. 
Please follow the website and 
n e w s p a p e r  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
information on the upcoming 
convent ion as  i t  becomes 
available.

Each year  a t  our  State  
Convention several awards on the 
men’s and women’s sides are 
presented to deserving members. 
This year awards were presented 
for 2020 and 2021 since there was 
no annual meeting in 2020. I 
congratulate all the deserving 
recipients of the Mr. IVFA, Ivan 
Nevil Leadership Award, Ollie 
Sandberg Award, Angel Award, 
Miriam Schaekel Award, Lois 
Boaz Award, and the three 
Bridgeport Scholarship recipients.

I remind everyone that now is 
the time to start thinking about next 
year’s award nominations. All the 
awards, along with a brief 
description of the award, can be 
found on the association’s website 
at www.ivfa.org. We have even 
made it possible to nominate 
someone for one of the awards 
right from the website by filling 
out a short fillable form and 
clicking the submit button.

One of the awards we seem not 
to see a lot of nominations for 
every year is the MacQueen 
Excellence Award. The MacQueen 
Excellence Award is a district 
award. If you have an individual, 
business or organization deserving 
of this award in your area let your 
District Chairman know before the 
first of the year. Again, a brief 
description of the award is 
available on the website. District 
Chairmen, keep your eyes and ears 
open as you travel in your district 
for potential nominees. 

The MacQueen Emergency 

Group sponsors this award for our 
association.

Recruitment and Retention 
continues to be a much talked 
about topic as I attend meetings 
across the state. Fire departments, 
especial ly  the small  rural  
departments, are struggling to 
obtain and maintain adequate 
staffing levels. In the last two 
years, Ivy Tech Community 
College helped our association 
with this effort by offering a free 2-
year Associates education to 
potential and existing members. I 
am honored to announce Ivy Tech 
has agreed to extend and fund the 
Public Safety Scholarship for two 
(2) more years. I want to thank 
Rep. Randy Frye for his continued 
support of this program and Ivy 
Tech Communi ty  Col lege ,  
especially Dr. Sue Ellspermann 
and her staff, for offering this 
program again and making it 
available to our members and 
departments.

This year 70 individuals 
graduated from the initial Ivy Tech 
Publ ic  Safe ty  Scholarsh ip  
program. I congratulate those 
i n d i v i d u a l s  o n  t h i s  
accomplishment and achievement.

Contact the high schools in your 
area and make the schools aware of 
the Ivy Tech Public Safety 
Scholarship program. 

Another issue fire departments 
struggle with is new members 
getting the needed training to start 
making runs after joining their 
local fire department. Mandatory 
training requirements required 
approximately ninety-six (96) 
hours of specific training be 
c o m p l e t e d  b e f o r e  a  n e w  
probationary member was cleared 
to get on apparatus and make runs. 

The State realized this was an 
issue after hearing several 
complaints and took steps by 
reducing the required hours to 
between 30 - 40 hours and 
eliminated the required written 
test. There still will be skill sheets 
required with the revamped and 
retitled Emergency Response 
Support training. The Fire Chief 
will be required to submit 
paperwork to the state ensuring the 
firefighter has followed the 
required criteria. 

This change was done by a 
unanimous vote of the Board of 
Firefighters  Standards and 
Training at the I.V.F.A. State 
Convention in June. The Board 
will review and evaluate the 
change in January.

One of the pieces of legislation 
the association followed this year 
was HB 1270, an IDHS sponsored 
bill. HB 1270 was approved by 
both Houses and has been signed 
by the Governor. This bill 
mandates all-new career fire chiefs 
appointed after January 1st, 2022, 
must take a 40-hour Fire Executive 
course. The course will be offered 
in the DHS districts across the 
state. Volunteer fire chiefs were 

exempted from this requirement, 
but the officers of this association 
strongly suggest that volunteer 
fire chiefs and senior fire officers 
take the course when offered and 
available in your areas.

If you have questions or need 
additional information on these 
changes, please e-mail Wade 
W a l l i n g  a t  
wwalling@dhs.in.gov.

If your department has not 
seen or received the Economic 
Cost Savings Study completed 
by the American Economics 
Group for the Indiana Volunteer 
Firefighters Association, please 
let your District Chairman know. 
The study was mailed in March 
to paid-up departments. Those 
departments not paid-up, it is the 
responsibility of the District 
Chairman to deliver the study. If 
your department has seen the 
study, share it with your city or 
town council or township board. 
Show them what you are saving 
them by providing the services 
you do in your response areas. 
Please take the time and sign the 
back page in the study and return 
it to the Central Office or your 

District Chairman. This lets us 
know you have received the 
study by completing this task.

Dues packets have been 
mailed. Remember, dues must be 
postmarked and returned to the 
Central Office no later than July 
31, 2021. 

President Israel and I have 
asked the District Chairmen to 
post their meetings on the 
website calendar. Please follow 
the calendar or look for emails or 
mailings for future meetings in 
your District. If for some reason 
you are not receiving these 
meeting notifications, reach out 
to your District Chairman, whose 
contact information is in the 
quarterly newspaper.

If you have any questions or if 
I can help you or your department 
in any way, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. My contact 
information is in the paper.

Please continue to be safe as 
you provide services to your 
citizens and make sure you take 
care of your own.

Jerry Liston
IVFA Vice President

2021 IVFA Convention 
Award Winners

Ollie Sandberg Award winner
Don Thomas

IVFA President’s Award winner
Joshua Reisert

IVFAA President’s Award winner
Suzie Lewis

Nathaniel Scranton

Bridgeport Scholarship winner Aubrey Ruxer was unable to attend

Jacob Teaney

Ivan Nevil Fire Service
Leadership Award winner

Mark Jones
(no photo available)

Bridgeport Scholarship winners

EDITOR’S NOTE ...... IT IS VERY 

IMPORTANT when submitting 

articles and photos, either by mail, 

e-mail or fax ..... please include the 

District # along with the 

submission. THANK YOU!!
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PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORTS

Public Relations
Director 

Northeast
Jean Smith

Public Relations
Director 

Southwest

Steve Nolan

SECTION 1

Greetings,
I hope this finds everyone well 

and having a good and safe 
thsummer and 4  of July.

COVID has caused a lot of 
changes in what we can or can’t do 
and where we can go to enjoy 
ourselves. We must still be safe in 
the public and wear our masks in 
certain places or when asked to.

Still need help for the FDIC so 
please contact me if you are able to 
help.

I want to thank those that helped 
put on the Convention this year 
with everything going on with 
Covid, good job.

Please keep safe out in the 
public.

Till we meet again,

Steve Nolan, 
Public Relations
Director Southwest

I just returned from the 75th 
IVFA Annual Convention held in 
Clarksville. Congratulations to 
Convention Chairmen Rick 
Cannon and Paul Holcomb and 
their committee for putting on a 
great Convention.

Congratulations to the 2020 
award winners. Mr. IVFA to Steve 
Anderson, Ivan Nevil to Jack 
Zeeks, Ollie Sandburg to Willie 
Stoffrogen, Lois Boaz to Beth 
Caudill, Miriam Schaekel to 
Phyllis Vargo.

Congratulations to the 2021 
award winners. Mr. IVFA to Pete 
Taylor, Ivan Nevil to Mark Jones, 
Ollie Sandburg to Don Thomas, 
Lois Boaz to Beverly Taylor, 
Miriam Schaekel to Eula Bush, 
Angel Award Rachel Bussey, 2021 
Miss Flame Sydney Moon  - 

District 9A, 2021 Miss Flame 
runner-up Tasha Wiseman - 
District 18, Miss Congeniality 
Mady Reeder - District 13B, Mary 
Mackin Scholarship Madison 
Shumaker,  Dis t r ic t  5  and 
Cheyanne Rolston, District 4.

I would like to congratulate 
President David Israel and Vice 
President Jerry Liston for a job 
well done and to serve another 
year in office.

I would like to thank those that 
support me as Public Relations 
Northeast. I am honored to serve 
another term as your Public 
Relations Representative. Thank 
You.

Congratulations to Josh Watts, 
F i r e  C h i e f ,  M o n g o  F i r e  
Department, District 6 for 
receiving the MacQueen Award.

Some of the districts have taken 
a different approach with their 
district meetings by being held 
face-to-face with a zoom meeting 
option. District 4 and District 6 
have had all or some of the 
following guests: Fire Marshal 
Joel Thacker, Academy Director 
Wade Walling and EMS Director 
Kraig Kinney. Check your IVFA 
calendar for District meetings and 
guests.

I am looking forward to 
meeting you at your District 
Meetings and working with you. If 
you need any assistance please 
contact me your Public Relations 
Representative or your District 
Chairman.

 Jean Smith
 Public Relations Northeast

2021 IVFA Convention 
Award Winners

IVFA Miss Flame ~ Sydney Moon

IVFA Miss Flame Runner-up  ~ Tasha Wiseman

IVFA Miss Flame Congenialty ~ Madilynne Reeder

Mary Mackin Award winners ~ 
Madyson Schumaker (left) and Chey Ann Rolston (right)

Congratulations to all
2020 and 2021 IVFA

Convention award winners!

I.V.F.A. DISTRICT MEETINGS
DISTRICT 3 REPORT

Bob Uryga Sr. - Chairman

IVFA District 3
Meeting at Michiana Shores
May 20, 2021

 Meeting called to order at 1920 
hours by Chairman Bob Uryga.

Marjorie Wozniak led pledge to 
the flag.

Chaplain David Robb started 
the meeting with a prayer.

Roll was taken showing 11 
members present representing 4 
departments.

Minutes of March meeting 
were  r ead  and  approved .  
Treasurer’s report was read.

Chairman’s reports: Bob 
Uryga.

Call Fire Marshal’s office for 
help to close unsafe buildings.

IVFA wants 3 contacts for each 
department.

See Website for information on 
Grant money available.

Any ideas to retain or recruit 
members were discussed.

   Ideas included:
   Health insurance

   County Level Medical Clinic
   Forgive Student Loans
   Tax Credits
    Education Reimbursement.
Member Mick Wulff suggested 

a retirement program funded by 
township.

Under old business:
50 year cerificates were handed 

out to: Jim Hall, Leona Uryga, 
Marjorie Wozniak and Roy Cohn.

No new business.
Announcement for good of 

order:
Coolspring Twp. will have a 

craft show and open house on June 
5.

Meeting adjourned at 2000 
hours.

Respectfully submitted,
District 3 Secretary, 
Rick Bradford

DISTRICT 5 REPORT

John Grolich - Chairman

th   I.V.F.A. 5  District Meeting
May 13, 2021

Plain Twp./Leesburg 
Fire Department                       

Leesburg, IN.
                            

Guests:
Jean and E.J.Smith  - PRNE;
Kay Schmucker  - IVFAA 

chairperson;
IVFA  Vice President Jerry 

Liston and daughter Breanna;
California Casualty rep. Lorelei. 
The meeting was called to order 

by PRNE Jean Smith at 1931 hours. 
The pledge to the flag followed.  
There  were  3  f i r e f igh te r s  
representing 2 departments in 
attendance.  

March 2020 minutes were read 
and approved as submitted. 

Jean passed out handouts and 
remarked on several legislative 
bills.

Jean remarked on the American 
Rescue  Plan Act. Discussions need 
to be held with county officials to 
get any finances through the act. 

He  d i scussed  the  IVFA 
newspaper and addresses and 
forwarding. 

He stated ALL clothing claims 
need to go through John Grolich.   
If Covid-19 would  make a 
comeback, meetings could be 
conducted through zoom.

Through a study the volunteer 
Fire Departments save $4.5 billion  
for Indiana taxpayers.  Discussed 
the amount of savings for each 
county or town.

Jerry Liston discussed the IVFA 
awards. NOT enough participation. 
Surely are people in all areas of the 
state that are deserving of the 

- see “district 5 report’ page 6



EDITOR’S NOTE ...... When submitting articles 

and photos, either by mail, e-mail or fax ..... 

please include the District # along with the 

submission. THANK YOU!!
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I.V.F.A. DISTRICT MEETINGS

Jerry Sprague - Chairman

DISTRICT 6 REPORT

SECTION 1

- district 5
(continued from page 5)

various awards given out each 
year. 

2021 I.V.F.A. convention in 
Clarksville June 9-11, 2021.

Next meeting at Sidney-
Jackson Twp. FD  July 8.

Meeting adjourned at 2025 
hours.

Paul Martin
District 5 Secretary

Greetings to everyone from up 
in the northeast. 

It is finally summertime up 
here. Thankfully, hopefully we are 
on the road to COVID recovery. 

thHappy July 4  to all. Hoping it 
was a safe holiday for all.

Need to thank our IVFA State 
Lobbyist Larry Curl for his 
ongoing representation of the 
IVFA at the Statehouse. Thank 
you Larry for your continued 
s u p p o r t ,  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  
commitment to the IVFA and the 
volunteer firefighters in Indiana.

District 6 will attempt to start to 
having meetings again in person. 
Our last meeting was held at the 
Lagrange V.F.D. and it was great 
to see everyone in person. It will 
be exciting to see everyone in 
person again. 

The next meeting for District 6 
thwill be held on September 28 , 

2021 at 7:00 P.M. as of this 
publication.  It will be held in 
Steuben County. Department  
location to be announced. Hope to 
see everyone in attendance!

As always, it would be great to 
see  more  depar tments  in  
attendance at our meetings. I don’t 
believe one night every other 
month is too much to ask. If your 
department is not receiving the 
meeting fliers, please send an e-
m a i l  a d d r e s s  t o  
spralawn@ligtel.com

If any department or firefighter 
have any problems or concerns, 
please give me a call or send me an 
e-mail. I will do my level best to 
help you out.

In closing, hoping everyone 
has a great summer.

E.G.H.

Jerry Sprague (Spook)
District 6 Chairman

Rex Maynard - Chairman

DISTRICT 8A REPORT

Hello Everyone.
Hope all is going well with you 

and your department. It seems 
summer is about over. 

I  h a v e  b e e n  v i s i t i n g  
d e p a r t m e n t s .  I  s e e  s o m e  
departments were able to hold a 
few fundraisers which is great! 
Hopefully things will get to being 
as close to normal or the new 
normal anyway. 

The 2023 convention will be 
held in Muncie.

It would be great seeing 
department from District 8A  there 
participating. 

The next District Meeting will 
be  September 22 at Washington 
Twp. VFD, 1513 North Bethlehem 
Road, Marion, Indiana 46952 at 
7:00 P.M.

Stay Safe,
 
Rex Maynard
District 8A Chairman

DISTRICT 8B REPORT

Lloyd E. Wright - Chairman

Another convention is in the 
books. I think everyone had a good 
time.  Thank you to the convention 
committee and all their help for a 
job well done.  

Our  Miss  F lame Haley  
Armstrong from the Bryant Fire 
Department did a real good job.  
Carl "Rich" Imel from the 
Pennville Fire Department was 
a w a r d e d  t h e  M a c Q u e e n  
E x c e l l e n c e  a w a r d  a t  t h e  
convention.

District 8B held their meeting 
on May 12, 2021 at the Monroe 
Township Fire Department.  The 
meeting was opened at 7:00 P.M. 
with all saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag.  Roll call 
was taken with 10 members from 4 
departments present.  Two guests 
were in attendance Jerry Liston 
and Don Cushman. 

Chairman Wright told the group 
about the convention coming up in 
June and reminded them to get 
their registration in before June 

1st.  Also let them know they 
should start thinking of names for 
all the awards for next year's 
convention.  Told them that the 
Miss Flame contest will be held on 
November 10th at the Pennville 
VFD.   

Second roll call was taken with 
the number of fires and EMS runs.  
There was a total of 73 fires and 88 
EMS runs. 

The next district meeting will 
be held on July 14, 2021 at the 
Montpel ier  Volunteer  Fi re  
Department.  Election of officers 
will be held. 

Meeting was adjourned and all 
enjoyed pizza.

 
Lloyd E. Wright, 
District 8B Chairman 

DISTRICT 10 REPORT

John Ray - Chairman

Greetings from District 10,
 Southwest was the site of the 

May district meeting where we 
enjoyed a great fried chicken meal 
with all the fixings! 

IVFAA held their annual Food 
Auction with proceeds going 
toward expenses  to  IVFA 
Convention for our Miss Flame  
Kristen Matthews. A total of 
$400.00 was raised from the 
auction; and District 10 also gave 
$500.00 to Kristen to be used for 
Convention expense. 

Stephen W. Pumphrey, a 
member of Hartsville and Comm. 
VFD received his 25 year pin of 
service. Major Chris Lane of the 
Bartholomew County Sheriff’s 
Dept. gave a presentation on new 
video cameras, recently purchased 
by the County for the Deputies and 
Patrol Units.

thOn April 28 , 50 year firefighter 
John Tumilty received his Gold 
card along with the Fire Marshal’s 
Meritorious Service Award 
presented by State Fire Marshal 
Joel Thacker.

thOn June 14  Frederick Fry was 
given his 50 year Gold card and 
Wade Walling of the Indiana Fire 
Marshal’s office presented 
firefighter Fry with the Fire 
Marshal’s Meritorious Service 
Award.

Hartsville & Comm. VFD 
recently  had an unusual request to 
do a fish fry for a Celebration of 
Life of a local member of the 
community who had passed away 
earlier this year.  We were glad to 
honor this request.

 The  2021 IVFA Sta te  
C o n v e n t i o n  w a s  h e l d  i n  

Clarksville, IN. at the Radisson 
Hotel where President Israel, a 
member in District 10, was re-
elected for the year 2021/2022. 
There were 300  members and 
guests present for the Friday 
evening banquet and awards 
program. A very meaningful 
Memorial service was held on 
Thursday evening where names 
of 2020/2021 deceased IVFA & 
IVFAA members were read and 
roses placed beside a candle 
representing each.

Many departments volunteer 
their time and equipment each 
summer to educate, interact and 
protect during county fairs.  We 
hope you took the opportunity to 
t h a n k  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  
commitment to protect your 
loved ones and communities.

John M. Ray, Chairman 

 

 

DISTRICT 11A REPORT

Pete Taylor - Chairman

Hello everyone,
I still can’t believe I received 

the Mr. IVFA Award this year at 
convention.  This was so 
unexpected. I am really honored. 
Thanks everyone that wrote 
letters and helped me get this 
award. We have a lot of 
deserving people out there. I 
have my award on a pedestal in 
the corner. It looks like it was 
meant for that spot.

Our last district meeting was 
at Thunderbird Fire Dept. in  
Farmersburg on May 16, 2021. I 
had seven departments, six 
guests and 14 members present.

Our next meeting will be July 
18, 2021 at Otto  Creek Fire 
Dept. in Terre Haute. Hope you 
can make it. I would like to see 
more  peop le  a t t end  ou r  
meetings. We have information 
from the state level to tell you 
about.

I’m getting out to give pins 
and attend some fish fries, 
mostly drive-thrus, but at least 
it’s getting out. I have presented a 
fifty year Gold card and several 
10 and 25 year pins.

If you have fundraisers let me 
know. If you need anything I can 
help you with, let me know. You 
c a n  r e a c h  m e  a t  
district11A@ivfa.org or give me 
a call at 812-236-0955.

IVFA dues are due by July 31, 
2021.

Till next time,
Stay safe.
Pete Taylor, Chairman 11A 

DISTRICT 11B REPORT

Jason Ryan - Chairman

Greetings from District 11B!!
Well, we have wrapped up the 

Convention for the year, hope all 
had a great time!!  District 11B 
would like to congratulate Miss 
Flame Sydney Moon!!!  And to 
all the other award winners 
“Congratulations!!!”

District 11B’s last meeting 
was held on Wednesday, May 12, 
2021 at New Market Comm. 
Volunteer Fire Department.   
Opening pledge was led by State 
Lobbyist Larry Curl and prayer 
was led by Associate Chaplain 
Pete Taylor.  After opening 
comments, we were treated with 
a nice meal by the host 
department; once everyone 
concluded with the meal, we 
were able to start the meeting 
back up.    

Minutes from the previous 
meeting were read and approved 
with no changes.  Larry Bartlow 
gave the treasurer’s report with a 

stbalance of $627.78.  The 1  guest 
of the night was Lorlei Siep who 
spoke with us about California 
Casualty Insurance Company 
and provided a drawing for a 
Subway gift card which was won 
by Junior Firefighter Madalynn 
Ryan of the Marshall Vol. Fire 
Dept.  Next up was Larry Curl 
who gave us a briefing over the 
legis la t ion  that  had jus t  
previously wrapped up and what 
to watch for in the future.  

Prior to the start of this 
meeting, we received sad news 
that Cayuga Volunteer Fire 
Department had lost 43-year 
member Eddie Pearman; our 
thoughts and prayers were with 
them.  During the meeting 10-
year pins were presented to 
members of the host department; 
Corey Brown and Derek 
Williams both receiving their 10-
year pins.  

Upcoming events were 
discussed with District 11A 

thmeeting on Sunday, May 16  at 
Thunderbird Fire, and a Jonah 
Fish Fry at Marshall Vol. Fire on 

thJune 18  from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.; the next meeting will be 

thSunday, July 11  at 1:00 p.m. at 
Fa i rv i ew  Volun t ee r  F i r e  
Department.

After a short discussion with 
the IVFAA members, Chaplain 
Taylor led us in the closing 
prayer and the meeting was 
concluded.

   
Be Safe.
        
Jason Ryan
Chairman 11B

e-mail news
and photos to

printco@rhsi.tv
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I.V.F.A. DISTRICT MEETINGS

 

IVFA CENTRAL 
OFFICE

P.O. BOX 4797, EVANSVILLE, IN 47724
877-606-IVFA / 812-867-3293

812-867-3471 - FAX

DO NOT CALL RENSSELAER PRINTCO

WITH ADDRESS CHANGES OR

LICENSE PLATE INFORMATION

SECTION 1

DISTRICT 12 REPORT

Larry Curl -  Chairman

Hello! and Greetings from 
District 12,

 “Good morning.” “Good 
afternoon.” “Good evening.” 
depending upon the time you are 
reading these updates from our 
District 12.

By the time you are reading this 
we should be into the heat of 
August and should be enjoying the 
fruits of our gardening labor, the 
grass cutting, the seeing of the 
flowers in our yards and oh yes 
“FREEDOM” for returning to 
social in-person activity.

One of our greatest pleasures is 
being able to recognize our 
members for their service and 
District 12 wishes to congratulate 
our newest 50 year members as of 
2021:

James L. Caldwell, with the 
Advance Vol. Fire Dept.

James W. Mohr, Lizton-Union 
Twp. Vol. Fire Dept.

John W. Zielska Jr., Madison 
Twp. Fire Dept.

It is the dedication shown by 
these three and the many others 
before them that has brought the 
IVFA to be the Association it is 
today. If you see any of these three 
congratulate them, thank them and 
let them know we appreciate all 
they have and are doing for their 
departments, their community and 
our association.

At our May meeting we 
presented some 10 & 25 year pins 
as well, congratulations to all our 
members who received either.

As a repeat message from our 
last  newspaper  ar t ic le  we 
discussed our Mission and Vision.

Our “mission” is simple: As we 
look at the overall purpose of the 
IVFA and District 12 we see 
clearly an opportunity of bringing 
together members with common 
causes like desire, talents, purpose 
and objectives in serving and 
protecting our citizens.

On the other hand our Vision 
“where the district hopes they will 
be in the future and the Goals 
setting our day-to-day operational 
tasks may not be quite as simple or 
as clear so this is what we hope to 
work on with the members of our 
district.

Now let’s address it again in 

August. Our Mission and Vision is 
only as good as we the members 

thmake it. During our 75  IVFA State 
Convention at our annual business 
session I suggested to all other 
Districts that we (District 12) were 
going to become the largest, most 
active, and most productive District 
of all the IVFA districts and I 
challenged all districts to prove us 
wrong. 

Now it’s up to you the 
membership, we the leadership to 
join together collectively to grow 
District 12 to be just that, THE 
BEST. I hope I can count on you to 
help make that happen.

Together we need to increase our 
membership, our activities, our 
participation and our attendance at 
our quarterly meetings. 

My pledge to you (the members) 
is to continue to work to bring to 
you information, education and 
opportunity and all I ask of you is to 
attend, participate and be active. We 
can make this happen if we try.

BTW I did have one district 
stand up and accept my challenge 
so we do have some work to do.

Thanks to State Fire Marshal 
Thacker for visiting us at our 
District meeting in May at the 
Coatesville Vol. Fire Dept., sharing 
with us information on the 
American Rescue Plan and 
discussing the duties and assistance 
his office can provide.

We also had State Senator John 
Crane, District 24 serving Portions 
of Hendricks and Putnam counties 
who spoke with us about the 
process and duties of serving in the 
Indiana General Assembly. Thanks 
to Senator Crane for his informative 
information shared.

Each meeting I will attempt to 
bring in someone to address the 
group and share with us how they 
can help us better serve our 
communities. I hope to begin 
having a vendors’ showcase at each 
of our meetings, bring to you the 
members, the latest and greatest 
tools, equipment, appliance on the 
market. I also hope to continue the 
visits from our insurance providers 
allowing them to address our needs 
and to see what best serves District 
12’s insurance needs. I will always 
invite officers from other Districts 
(so they can see what and how 
District 12 is doing) and I extend an 
open invitation to all our state 
officers at any meeting they are able 
to attend.

Recently I have asked myself, 
“What differentiates associations 
that have the strongest records of 
performance from those that 
maintain the status quo or even 
decline?” 

In some research about 
successful organizations I have 
learned some key elements to 

help us be successful. 
·          It’s All about Strategic 

Planning
Strategic planning is the process 

of defining our goals and the steps 
we’ll take to accomplish them 

· Leveraging Data and 
Relationships 

Knowledge is power and 
therefore data has become the most 
valuable asset we can have to build 
our  re la t ionships  with  our  
members. Remember everyone 
likes to be recognized and the more 
we know about our members the 
better job we can do to recognize 
them

· R e m e m b e r  t o  b e  
‘Member-Centric’ growing in 
member value. 

In short, a member-centric 
association is one that prioritizes 
their members’ experiences above 
all else and can anticipate their 
needs. They provide value and 
p e r s o n a l i z e  t h e  r i g h t  
communication to the right people 
at the right time in their member 
journey. These associations are 
ones that members actively engage 
with and want to work with. 

· Leading with Humility 
and Authenticity are Key. 

What truly sets a good leader 
aside is the willingness to lead with 
magnetism, authenticity and 
humility. The power of irresistible 
attraction as in truth, genuineness 
and the absence of any feelings of 
being better than others. 

I hope to learn from these items, 
and grow District 12 to be as my 
challenge stated THE BEST. Will 
you join us at our District meeting 
to help make this happen; our 
meetings are always posted on the 
website at www.ivfa.org on the 
calendar, posted on our Facebook 
page (thank you Brian) and usually 
announced at the meeting when and 
where the next meeting will be held. 

Looking forward to seeing all of 
you during this next quarter.

Respectfully,
Larry Curl
Your IVFA District 12 Chairman

DISTRICT 13B REPORT

Jeff Biehl - Chairman

Greetings from District 13B. 

th2021 convention, our 75  is now 
in the books; a great time was had 
by all. Thanks to Districts 14 & 16 
for hosting.  Look forward to 
seeing everyone in 2022 at 
Evansville.

Congratulations to all the 
officers elected to lead our 
association

A new in-house training 
program has been introduced by 
the Marshal to get members on 
your trucks, attend your district 
meetings for more information   

The cost savings study is done 
and out; it is a good tool for you to 
use when talking to legislatures, 

Hello to all,
June 7th I attended a meeting 

at Elnora VFD and presented 10 
and 25 year pins to those present.

June 9-11 I attended the state 
convention at Clarksville. It was 
good to see everyone again and 
thanks to all that made the 
convention possible, a great job 
was done.

Congratulations to all the 
award winners for 2020 and 
2021. I would like to thank Rylee 
Lemons, our District 17A Miss 
Flame from Vigo Twp. who 
represented us well. She does 

town and township governments  
and your own community 
people; show them how much 
you save them by being 
volunteers.

Chiefs, please check the IVFA 
website, make sure information 
is correct,  addresses and 
M E E T I N G  N I G H T S ,  i f  
corrections are needed, please 
get them to me. Please get your 
events listed on the IVFA 
website.

Our next meeting will be 
thSeptember 9  at Boston FD.  

Hope to see you there.
David, Sis said “hello”.
Please keep our Armed 

Service personnel and families in 
our prayers.

Brothers and Sisters be safe 
out there.

Jeff Biehl, 
District 13B Chairman

DISTRICT 14 REPORT

Richard Cannon - Chairman

Welcome from District 14 
where we have been busy coming 
out of co-hosting the 75th 
Indiana Volunteer Firefighter’s 
Association convention in 
Clarksville.

I want to thank everyone that 
he lped  and came to  the  
convention.

We could not do a convention 
without all our vendors and 
sponsors. 

District 14 had our members 
take some of the state awards 
home from the last 2 years.

2020 Ollie Sandberg Award, 
Willie Stoffregen  from Monroe 
Twp. Fire Department. 

2021 Ollie Sandberg Award, 
Don Thomas, Vernon Twp. Fire 
Department.

2021 Angel award winner 
Rachel Bussey, New Washington 
Fire Department. 

2021 MacQueen winner Judy 
Wirth,  Dupont Fire Department.

And our district chaplain 
Rachel Bussey was elected as 
your  2022  s ta te  Ind iana  
Vo l u n t e e r  F i r e f i g h t e r ’s  
Association chaplain.

If you have anything coming 
up, contact me and we will come 
out to help.

Also if you want to host a 
district meeting let me know.

Thanks.

Rick Cannon, 
District 14 chairman

DISTRICT 16 REPORT

John Gott - Chairman

Greetings District 16!
2021 seems to be flying by at 

an amazing pace as the year is 
half over already. Life seems to 
be getting back to somewhat 
normal as people are getting 
vaccinated and the COVID 19 
virus slows. We hope that all of 
you are doing well and staying 
healthy. We look forward to 
seeing you in person soon.

The 2021 IVFA Convention 
was a great success and we were 
glad to see many of you there. 
Thank you again for all of your 
support and we hope that you 
will join us again next year! For 
those of you that weren’t able to 
attend, mark your calendar and 
be sure to come and join us next 
year for some great fellowship, 
training and remembrance of 
those no longer with us. 

Our 2020/21 Miss Flame 
Allysen Armstrong did an 
amazing job representing 
District 16. We are very proud of 
her and look forward to her 
visiting many of you throughout 
the next year. Please contact your 
District Chairman if you would 
like to schedule her to attend 
your upcoming events. She is a 
shining star!

We would also like to invite 
you to attend our district meeting 
for  the  la tes t  news  and  
information. If you are interested 
in hosting a meeting, please 
contact your district chairman to 
inquire or for any other need.

Stay safe!

Respectfully,
John Gott
District 16 Chairman 

DISTRICT 17A REPORT

Sam Emery - Chairman

NOVEMBER
2021

DEADLINE
IS

0CTOBER 5, 2021 - see ‘district 17A’ - page 9
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Hazardous diesel exhaust emissions in a fire station are a firefighter’s most 
significant cancer health risk. Did you know these emissions could even be a 
serious legal liability for your fire department?

Eliminate this hazard from your station with Plymovent code-compliant 
vehicle exhaust capture and removal systems. Our totally automatic start-up 
and disconnect source capture systems are the recommended method for 
controlling exhaust emissions at your station.

HASTINGS AIR ENERGY 
CONTROL, INC.

5555 S. Westridge Dr.
New Berlin, WI 53151

T +1 800 236 8450
F +1 800 260 9199

www.hastingsair.com

ARE  YOU PROTECTED FROM HAZARDOUS 
EXHAUST FUMES IN T HE STATION?

Doug Young at 800.236.8450
dougyoung@hastingsair.com

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:
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I.V.F.A. DISTRICT MEETINGS

now knows that I can’t dance!
June 17th I presented Harold 

“Gene” Shafer his 50 year Gold 
card. Thank you for your years of 
service.

July 21st will be the next 17A 
meeting to be held at Loogootee 
VFD with elections to be held.

Hope to see you all.

Sam Emery
District 17A IVFA chairman

- district 17A
(continued from page 7)

DISTRICT 18 REPORT

John C. Smith - Chairman

Greetings from District 18. 
The District 18 meeting of 20 

May was hosted by the Luce Fire 
Te r r i t o r y.   4 6  m e m b e r s  
representing 18 departments 
answered roll call and reported 
answering a total of 520 runs. 

Guests included Steve Nolan -  
PRSW, Jack Kerney  - IVFA 
Central Office, IVFAA District 18 
Chairman Kathy Smith, and Tasha 
Wiseman -  District 18 Miss 
Flame. 

I wish to congratulate the 2021 
Convention Committee for all of 

their hard work in hosting this 
y e a r ’ s  C o n v e n t i o n .  
Congratulations to all of the 
recipients of this year’s and the 
2020 awards. 

My thanks to State Chaplain 
Gerdowsky for allowing me to 
participate in this year’s Memorial 
Service. My pride goes out to our 
District 18 Miss Flame Tasha 
Wiseman, who in her first 
experience at the State Convention 
was awarded the first runner-up. 
Tasha, you did a wonderful job 
representing our District and we are 
all very proud of you. 

As of this writing the summer 
weather has not been too bad in this 
area. The rainfall has been 
adequate  and the temperature not 
too high. I’m sure something will 
change! Remember to be on the 
lookout for signs of hyperthermia. 
Overheating can occur quickly, so 
remember to have rehab set up 
during extended operations. 

The next meeting of the District 
18 will be on Thursday, 15 July 
with the St. Anthony VFD as our 
host.  

Until next time, stay alert, stay 
safe, and “keep the wet stuff, on the 
red stuff”!

John “Bull” Smith
Chairman, District 18  

DISTRICT 19 REPORT

Ben Sieverding - Chairman

District 19 held their May 
meeting at the Rising Volunteer Fire 

thDepartment station on May 27 .  
Chip Ayers, Indiana State Police, 
was in attendance and gave a 
training presentation related to 
dangers of meth and explained the 
program ISP can present to our 
departments upon request.

The members of District 19 
would like to thank Kayla Scranton 
for representing our district at the 
Miss Flame contest at the 2021 
IVFA Convention in June.  Kayla 
was selected to represent our 
district last year, but due to the 
convention being cancelled she 
attended this year’s convention.  
We would like to wish her good luck 
as she continues her education at 
Hanover College.

Don Covington, East Enterprise 
VFD, was presented his 50 year 
Gold Card at the Rising Sun 
meeting as well. Don has been a 
long time dedicated member to his 
department  as  well  as  his  
community.  A big THANK YOU to 
Don for his years of dedicated 
service.

As we continue to discuss the 

Economic Study of the Tax 
Savings Produced by Indiana 
Volunteer Firefighters, all of us 
must make a committed effort to 
emphasize this information to 
our political leaders and our 
communities.  The volunteer fire 
service faces two major issues 
today, recruitment/retention and 
funding.  Our society as a whole 
is changing as fewer people are 
willing to dedicate themselves to 
the service of others. The 
volunteer fire service is a 
necessary provider of a service 
that is very much needed in our 
communities.  With this in mind, 
all of us must continue to make a 
concerted effort to educate the 
citizens of our communities of 
our department’s needs and how 
important your volunteer fire 
department is to the quality of life 
in your community.

We would love to see 
everyone at our next District 19 
meeting.  We would love to see at 
least 1 or 2 representatives from 
each department.  Our crowds 
keep growing, come join us.

th I.V.F.A. 5  District  Meeting
July 8, 2021

DISTRICT 5 REPORT

John Grolich - Chairman

Sidney-Jackson Twp. 
Fire Department, Sidney, IN

Refreshments were served by 
the host department prior to the 
meeting. 

Guests:
 P.R.N.E. Jean and E.J. Smith
The meeting was called to 

order by Chairman Grolich at 
1932 hours. The pledge of 
allegiance followed. There were 
12 firefighters representing 4 
departments in attendance.

Minutes from May meeting 
were read and approved as 
submitted.

Jean discussed Legislative 
bills involving the IVFA and 
passed out handouts.

Jean discussed the Ivy Tech 
and IVFA scholarship program 
a n d  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
opportunities. 

T h e  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  
departments do a poor job at 
selling ourselves to the public. 

John remarked on importance 
of documentation involving 
Covid 19 and any other issues. IF 
IT ISNT DOCUMENTED IT 
DIDN’T HAPPEN.

Indiana Emergency Response 
Conference September 15 thru 
18 in Indianapolis.

Hero Gala in Owensboro, KY  
Saturday, July 10. 

2022 IVFA convention in 
Evansville June 15 thru 18.

Next meeting in Silver Lake 
at the Silver Lake F.D.

Meeting was adjourned at 
2040 hours.

Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Martin,

th 5  District Secretary

NOVEMBER 2021
DEADLINE IS

OCTOBER 5, 2021
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Miss Flames 2021 Community Project
The presentation of socks 

that all of the District Miss 
Flames collected for the 
Jefferson County Soup 
Kitchen to help the homeless 
in the area. A way to show our 
thanks to the area that hosted 
2021 Convention. 

– submitted by Janet Matthews
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IVFA AUXILIARY OFFICERS - 2019 - 2020

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019 - 2020

PAST PRESIDENTS

PAST PRESIDENTS
PRESIDENT ...........................................................................................CAROL CURL
    3047 N. Raceway Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46234                     
    Cell: (317) 557-2606 / E-mail:  ivfaapresident@ivfaa.org
VICE PRESIDENT..........................................................................................EJ SMITH
    16721 Thiele Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46819                                 Cell: (260) 413-3040 
    E-mail:  / ejs6district@aol.comivfaavicepresident@ivfaa.org
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY...............................................JANET MATTHEWS
    204 High Street, St. Paul, IN 47272                                          Home (765) 525-7125
    / Cell: (317) 512-8687 / E-mail: ivfaacsecretary@ivfaa.org
RECORDING SECRETARY......................................BEVERLY VANLANDINGHAM
     5949 Saint Joe Center Rd., Fort Wayne, IN  46835                   Cell: (260) 450-1821
     E-mail:  / lockwoodba5@gmail.comivfaarsecretary@ivfaa.org
TREASURER......................................................................................MARTHA BIEHL
     P.O. Box 186, Mooreland, IN 47360                                        Home (765) 766-7042
     Cell (765) 524-9665 / E-mail: ivfaatreasurer@ivfaa.org
CHAPLAIN...............................................................................................JUDY WIRTH
     7673 N. 1000 W., Commiskey, IN 47227                                  Cell:  (812) 592-7317
     E-mail: ivfaachaplain@ivfaa.org
SGT.-AT-ARMS..........................................................................SUZIE STOUT LEWIS
     2627 N. 400 E., Lagro, IN 46941                                               Cell: (260) 571-7923 
     E-mail: ivfasgtatarms@ivfaa.org
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT...............................................BARBARA KERNEY
     2412 SE Browning Rd., Evansville, IN 47725                         Home (812) 867-2641
     / Cell: (812) 449-7698 / E-mail: ivfaapastpresident@ivfaa.org

DISTRICTS #1 & #2 .........................................................................PHYLLIS VARGO
      7756 Durbin St., Schererville, IN 46375                                 Home (219) 322-4286
      E-mail: ivfaadistrict1@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #3 .............................................................................. DIANE STAPLETON
     2374 S 500 E, Mill Creek, IN 46365                                        Home (219) 608-7401
     E-mail: ivfaadistrict3@ivfaa.org                           
DISTRICT  #4  ..............................................................................BRENDA SCHAFER
     17601 Shively Road, Bremen, IN 46506                                             (574) 292-2117                             
     E-mail: ivfaadistrict4@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #5 ....................................................................................KAY SHUMAKER
      322 S. Jackson St., Bremen, IN 46506                                    Home (574) 546-5967
      Cell (574) 274-8617 - E-mail: ivfaadistrict5@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #6 ..................................................................................KIMBERLY SMITH
     338 W Hollis Lane, Fort Wayne, IN 46807                                Cell: (260) 413-6444
     E-mail:  / kimberlysmiyh82@hotmail.comivfaadistrict6@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #7 .........................................................................................KRISTY BISEL
    6734 E. 1100 S., Keystone, IN 46759                                           Cell: (260)849-3080
    E-mail:  / kristybisel@gmail.comivfaadistrict7@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #8B   ................................................................................
DISTRICT #9A..........................................................................................BETH MOON
     8181 East St. Rd. 16, Twelve Mile, IN 46988                                     (574) 721-8446
     E-mail: ivfaadistrict9a@ivfaa.org                                                                                 
DISTRICT #10 ...........................................................................JAELYN MATTHEWS
     204 High Street., St. Paul, IN 47272     Home (765) 525-7125 / Cell (317) 512-5754
     E-mail: ivfaadistrict10@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #11A ............................................................................BEVERLY TAYLOR
     721 E. Hwy. 40, Brazil, IN 46834                                             Home (812) 448-3232
     / Cell 812-236-0955 - E-mail: ivfaadistrict11a@ivfaa.org 
DISTRICT #11B ..................................................................................LOU BARTLOW
   P.O. Box 12, Montezuma, IN 47862                                           Home (765) 245-2125                  
   / Cell (765) 592-2227 - E-mail: ivfaadistrict11b@ivfaa.org       
DISTRICT #12 ...................................................................................CHARA LEAVER
   3611 Romar Drive, Brownsburg, IN 46112                                Phone (317) 445-6358
DISTRICTS #13A & 13B.................................................................ANTHONY SMITH
    504 W. School Street, Centerville, IN 47330                             Phone (765) 439-0911
    E-mail: ivfaadistrict13a@ivfaa.org /  ivfaadistrict13b@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #14 .......................................................................................JoANN SMITH
     25509 Gill Rd., Nabb, IN 47147                                                 Cell (502) 380-7532
     E-mail:  /  jsmith19513@yahoo.comivfaadistrict14@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #15....................................................................................JERRI JOHNSON
     1743 IU Dr., Evansville, IN 47720                                           Home (812) 456-6311
     E-mail: ivfaadistrict15@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #16...........................................................................
DISTRICT #17A ...................................................................................MARIE EMERY
     799 East Harvest Church Rd., Bloomfield, IN 47424              Home (812) 384-8748
     / Cell (812) 381-0107 - E-mail: ivfaadistrict17a@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #17B ........................................................DAWN HILLENBURG-HARRIS
     7197 Bartlettsville Rd., Heltonville, IN 47436                          Cell:  (812) 508-5913
     E-mail: ivfaadistrict17b@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #18.......................................................................................KATHY SMITH
     109 Oak Street, Huntingburg, IN 47542                                   Home (812) 683-3697
     / Cell (812) 631-1501 / E-mail: ivfaadistrict18@ivfaa.org
DISTRICT #19 ............................................................................. PAM GERDOWSKY
     41 Six Pine Ranch Road, Batesville, IN 47006                        Home (812) 934-4356    
     E-mail: ivfaadistrict19@ivfaa.org                                               Cell (812) 363-2017
DISTRICT #21..........................................................................................PATTI FULTZ
     1007 Haan Dr., West Lafayette, IN 47906
     Home (765) 463-2970 / Cell (765) 426-6615 
     E-mail:  / dpfultz@gmail.comivfaadistrict21@ivfaa.org
   

DIANA GRAY..................................................................................................2011-2013
     801 Huntington Ave., Warren, IN 46792 - (260) 224-0774      didagray@yahoo.com
BETH CAUDILL.............................................................................................2009-2011
     15120 Lucas Rd., Brookville, IN 47012 - Cell (765) 309-2940 
MARTHA THOMAS ......................................................................................2007-2009
     7150 Madison St., Merrillville, IN 46410 – (219) 769-5256
JOANN HAYS.................................................................................................2005-2007
     4430 South 8th St., Terre Haute, IN 47802 - (812) 299-1574 / Cell (812) 230-5506
BARBARA KERNEY .....................................................................................2002-2005
     2412 S. E. Browning Rd., Evansville, IN 47725 – H: (812) 867-2641
     / Cell (812) 449-7698 / E-mail: bkerney39@gmail.com
MARY MACKIN (Deceased) .........................................................................2000-2002
FAYE SALLEE (Deceased) ............................................................................1998-2000
LOU BARTLOW ............................................................................................1996-1998
     Box 12, Montezuma, IN 47862 – (765) 245-2125 / Cell (765) 593-2227
     E-mail: larry_bartlow@att.net
PHYLLIS VARGO ..........................................................................................1994-1996
     7756 Durbin Street, Schererville, IN 46375 – (219) 322-4286 
     / E-mail pavargo1@yahoo.com
MAXINE DAVIES ..........................................................................................1992-1994
     5 Brookside Street, Fillmore, IN 46128 – (765) 246-6220 
     / E-mail: jmdavies@tds.net
NANCY NEAL ...............................................................................................1990-1992
     749 Walnut Street, Hope, IN 47246 – (812) 764-1852
TONI SORG (Deceased)..................................................................................1988-1990
LORETTA NULLINER ..................................................................................1986-1988
     10830 Cape Coral Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46229 - (317) 622-2863
MAXINE DAVIES (Deceased)....................................................................... 1992-1994
NICKIE SUNDAY (Deceased)........................................................................1984-1986
BARBARA PARKER (Deceased)...................................................................1982-1984
     403 N. 11th Ave., Beech Grove, IN 46107 – (317) 783-9293

I.V.F.A.A. DISTRICT CHAIRMEN REPORTS

AUDIT COMMITTEE
Barbara Kerney - Chairman
Suzie Lewis - Co-Chair
Connie Ray
Sue Glant

CHINESE AUCTION
Christina Reef - Chair
Lori Baxter - Co-Chair
Leona Uryga
Carolyn Watson
Joyce Nevil
Suzie Lewis
Beth Moon
Diane Stapleton
Martha Thomas
Diana Gray
Dorothy Reiter
Beverly Taylor
Kay Shumaker

MIRIAM SCHAEKEL AWARD
Barbara Kerney - Chair
Joyce Nevil - Co-Chair
Martha Thomas

LOIS BOAZ AWARD
Diana Gray - Chair
Beverly Lockwood - Co-Chair
Leona Uryga

HISTORIANS
Phyllis Vargo - Chair
Joann Hays 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Diane Stapleton - Chair
Carolyn Watson - Co-Chair
Barbara Ketchem
Kathy Smith
Leona Uryga

50/50 COMMITTEE
Beth Caudill - Chair
Judy Wirth - Co-Chair
Joyce Nevil
Beverly Lockwood
Pam Gerdowsky

MISS FLAME COMMITTEE
Barbara Kerney - Chair
Janet Matthews - Co-Chair
Jill Ketchem
Jaelyn Matthews
Barbara Ketchem
Beth Moon
Carolyn Zeeks
Leighanne Ellis - IVFA Rep

JEWELRY COMMITTEE
Suzie Lewis - Chair
E.J. Smith - Co-Chair

MARY MACKIN SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE
E.J. Smith - Chair
Beverly Taylor - Co-Chair
Kimberly Smith
Kay Schumaker
Anthony Smith

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE
Kathy Smith - Chair
Martha Biehl - Co-Chair
Dorothy Reiter
Beth Caudill
Sue Glant
Diana Gray

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Lou Bartlow

VICE PRESIDENT’S PROJECT
Christina Reef - Chair
Dorothy Reiter - Co-Chair
Leona Uryga
Carol Koehler

IVFAA COMMITTEES FOR 2019 / 2020

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Carolyn Zeeks - Chair
Marie Emery - Co-Chair
Sue Glant
Jean Parish
Carol Koehler

INSTALLATION COMMITTEE
Betsey Howe - Chair
Pam Gerdowsky - Co-Chair

BARBARA SURBER .....................................................................................1980-1982
     2003 Flamingo Way, Franklin, IN 46131 – (317) 614-5669 - Cell (317) 519-4445
LUCY STOFER ..............................................................................................1978-1980
     718 South Ingomar Street, Indianapolis, IN 46241 – (317) 241-1946
VICA McGILL (Deceased) .............................................................................1976-1978
MARY BOYD .................................................................................................1975-1976
      92 Golfview Circle, Umatilla, FL 32784 - (352) 669-2062 - Cell (407) 495-8249
JOAN KELLER (Deceased)............................................................................1973-1975
CAROLYN McCARTY (Deceased)................................................................1971-1973
ROSELLA BOUSMAN (Deceased) ...............................................................1969-1971 
MARY STAFFORD (Deceased)......................................................................1967-1969
BARBARA KERNEY......................................................................................2013-2016
      2412 SE Browning Rd., Evansville, IN 47725, 
      Home (812) 867-2641, Cell (812) 449-7698 – E-mail: bkerney39@gmail.com
      

PRESIDENT’S ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE
Lou Bartlow - Chair
Barbara Kerney - Co-Chair
Martha Thomas

BYLAWS  COMMITTEE
Janet Matthews - Chair
Tammy Smith - Co-Chair
Diane Stapleton
Beverly Lockwood
Judy Wirth

SOG COMMITTEE 
Joyce Nevil - Chair
Phyllis Vargo - C0-chair
Beth Caudill

MEMORIAL THROW COMMITTEE
Carol Curl

CHAPLAIN’S ASSISTANTS 
COMMITTEE
Beth Caudill - STATE CHAPLAIN
Northwest – Phyllis Vargo
Northeast – Suzie Lewis
East Central – Janet Matthews
West Central - Joann Hayes
Southwest – Kathy Smith
Southeast – Pam Gerdowsky

CHAPLAIN’S ASSISTANTS 
Beth Caudill - State Chaplain
Nothwest - Phyllis Vargo
Northeast - Suzie Lewis
Central - Janet Matthews
East West - Joann Hayes
Southwest - Kathy Smith
Southeast - Pam Gerdowsky

* Meeting will follow By-Laws
and Robert Rules of Order

NOVEMBER 2021
DEADLINE IS

OCTOBER 5, 2021

SECTION 1

Janet Matthews

Corresponding
Secretary

Quarterly IVFAA Meeting
Sunday May 2, 2021
Hilton Garden Inn, 

Indianapolis

Meeting called to order at 9:00 
a.m. by President Carol Curl. 
Chaplain Judy Wirth opened the 
meeting with a prayer. The group 
was led in the Pledge to the Flag by 
Sergeant-at-Arms Suzie Lewis. 

Announcements: President 
Carol Curl introduced the guests in 
the room Martine’ Bussey, an 
IVFAA member  & a  pas t  
Bridgeport Scholarship winner. 

C h a r a  L e a v e r  w a s  a l s o  
introduced to the group as she is 
the new District 12 Chairman. 
Carol also showed the group the 
yellow roses with black ribbon 
that members will be wearing at 
convention in memory of 
Barbara Kerney. There were 100 
of these made and the Miss 
Flames will each be wearing one.

Recording Secretary: Lou 
Bartlow took roll call for the 
meeting and it was answered by 
21 officers, 7 IVFAA members. 
Organization count as of today is 
160 Individuals, 550 paid by 
department, 39 departments and 
31 life members for a total of 741 
members. 

Correspondence Secretary: 
Janet Matthews read the meeting 
minutes from the meeting that 
was held on Saturday, November 
11, 2020 atWayne Township Fire 
Headquarters. Lou Bartlow 
made a correction to the minutes 
that the 50-year plaque was for 
11B not 12B that was printed in 
the minutes. Correction will be 
made; the 50-year plaque for 
11B Dana Fire Department 
Auxiliary has arrived & will be 
delivered to them at the 
department’s Christmas party.  
Discussion was had about the 
cross/angel motion that was in 
the November minutes regarding 
the ability to give extra ones at 

family’s request. Beth Caudill 
informed the group that the intent 
of the cross/angels are to only be 
used if a member’s family does 
not wish to receive 2 Bibles, one 
of them is to be presented to them 
in place of a Bible. President 
Carol Curl said, “she does not 
recall this conversation at the 
November meeting and that the 
cross/angels are to only be given 
as they were intended and 
request a correction to the 
minutes be made.” A correction 
will be made; Judy Wirth made a 
motion that if a family member 
h a s  a  n e e d / w a n t  f o r  a  
cross/angel for another family 
member of the deceased 
member that the chairmen can 
give them that in addition to the 
Bible? Per President Carol 
Curl, the cross/angels are to be 
only given as they were 
intended, in place of a Bible if 
the family does not wish to 
receive 2 Bibles, not in addition 
to a Bible and not more than one 
of these for the family.  Motion 
made by Carolyn Zeeks to accept 
the minutes with the two 
corrections being made to them, 
seconded by Beverly Taylor. All 
in favor, minutes accepted with 
the two corrections being made 
to them. No correspondence to 
share with the group. 

- see ‘Secretary’ - page 14
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President’s Report: Carol 
Curl informed the group that she 
received a $40.00 check for the 
organization from an unknown 
advertising place, like we have in 
the past. She did not cash it as the 
place that sent the check is 
fictitious & cannot be located. 
Beverly Taylor made a motion to 
decline the check that Carol 
received & destroy it, Judy Wirth 
seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried. Carol tore up the 
check in front of the group. Carol 
announced that the mileage 
reimbursement is currently at 57.5 
that the organization is paying 
when miles are reimbursed. Carol 
had given each district chairman a 
list of items that are to be in every 
district chairman’s case & 
reviewed the items one by one. A 
gavel, if no one really feels that 
this is needed, then we can remove 
this item off the list of a must have 
in district case. Gavel removed 
from list. Next on the list is district 
name bar.  Carol reviewed with 
the group that some officers now 
have magnetic officer tags & some 
still have the older stick pin 
versions. Chaplain, District 1, 
District 2 & District 11 now all 
have magnetic officer tags. Marie 
Emery made a motion that every 
officer/position be given a 
magnetic officer tag to replace the 
stick pin ones, Anthony Smith 
seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried. Suzie Lewis will 
place an order for all officer 
positions to get a magnetic name 
tag. Copy of Roberts Rule of 
Order is the next item that it says a 
chairman should have. Discussion 
was had that these really are not 
used at the district level & can be 
removed from the list of needed 
items. If you do have any of these 
items & wish to keep them in there 
you can. Each case should have 
Bylaws, SOG’s & Membership 
forms .  IVFAA s ta t ionery,  
discussion was had with to the 
group that with the recent passing 
of Barbara Kerney that the 
organization needs to decide what 
we will be doing for stationery & 
envelopes that has the IVFAA 
logo on them. Barbara was trialing 
different places to see about being 
able to order some with our own 
logo on them. Diane Stapleton 
made a motion that we have the 
dye made for the IVFAA so we can 
get our own stationery & 
envelopes with our logo on them, 
Phyllis Vargo seconded the 
motion. All in favor, motion 
carried. Carol will discuss with 
Buz Koehler to see if a price can be 
obtained for this dye. Meeting 
cards, Janet reports we have an 
abundance of these & has some 
with her that she can give out. 
Meeting agendas in each case & 
they are used by many of the 
chairmen so we will keep this on 
t h e  l i s t .  D e p a r t m e n t  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  s h e e t s  &  
attendance & funeral form sheets 
for each case, we will keep on the 
list & work on getting them to 
everyone. Miss Flame forms, the 
chairmen are expected to copy 
them off the website when they are 
needed. The list says that each 
chair should have a current IVFA 
newspaper, that will be removed. 
Each case needs to have the last 
meeting minutes with them as well 
as the memorial services layout in 

case a chairman needs to conduct. 
The most current list of state 
officers & committee members can 
be found on the website. List says 
an Indiana map will be kept in the 
case, but now with the internet 
being so wide, we will remove the 
map from the list. American flag 
set in each case, if anyone needs 
these please let Suzie know as she 
will get some ordered for each case 
to have a set by next quarterly 
meeting. Each case also needs to 
have a history of the IVFAA flash 
drive. Carol informed the group 
that the Recording Secretary had 
always made the President a flash 
d r ive  o f  t he  mos t  r ecen t  
membership. She believes that the 
Chaplain & Corresponding 
Secretary also need to be given an 
updated membership list that has 
names & addresses as they have 
duties that require them to send out 
mailings & need to ensure that they 
have the most current addresses of 
members. Carol informed the 
group that she was informed that a 
guest sign-in book for convention 
meeting should be had, or 
questioned if we had one? Many 
past presidents in the room recall 
that members at convention had 
signed in at the table upon entering 
the meeting but not in a specific 
book. Lou Bartlow made a motion 
that the organization buys a 
registration book for sign-in at 
convention, Diane Stapleton 
seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried. A registration book 
will  be purchased for the 
immediate past president to have 
access to for convention meetings. 
Carol verified with Lori Baxter that 
she is willing to run the Chinese 
auction at convention this year. In 
2019 the IVFAA paid her room 
rates for her being willing to run the 
auction. Diane Stapleton made a 
motion that IVFAA again pay room 
rates for Lori Baxter’s room at 
2021 convention in return for her 
being willing to run the Chinese 
auction, Beverly Taylor seconded 
the motion. All in favor, motion 
carried. IVFAA will pay for Lori 
Baxter’s room at convention 2021. 
Carol informed the group that in 
2019 we had an auction for the 
ch i ld ren  in  a t t endance  a t  
convention & it went over well 
with the children. A box is going 
around the room to gather money 
to give to Lori Baxter to be able to 
purchase gifts for the children’s 
auction. $165.00 was collected for 
the gifts & Lori will purchase them 
& bring to convention. Carol 
informed the group that Janet 
Matthews has stepped in as the 
Miss Flame Chairman of the 
committee. Jack Kerney has 
supplied us with the items that 
Barb already had in the manner of 
Miss Flames for the convention. 
Some items have not been located 
that were submitted but we are 
working on getting with each 
District to let them know what is 
still needed. Carol needs the Miss 
Flames T-shirt sizes.  

Vice President’s Report: We 
will not be having gift raffle at 
convention, only the 50/50 & the 
Chinese auction this year.  
Discussion was had about the type 
of license that we have; Martha 
Biehl says we have a Festival 
license & it costs $50 & we have a 
limit of $2500.00 that we can give 
away. Martha obtained the license 
in February 2021. Martha will 
make a copy of the license to have 
at the table at convention. Carol 
made a comment that by this being 

a VP project that in the future we 
should have the VP to oversee 
obtaining the needed license for the 
convention instead of the treasurer.

 10-minute break taken at 9:56 
a.m.

Treasurer’s Report: Martha 
Biehl reviewed with the group the 
account information that was 
passed out by Suzie Lewis.  
General account balance is 
$51,888.38. Mary Mackin account 
balance is $2,568.92. Gaming 
account balance is $4,626.07. Miss 
F lame  accoun t  ba lance  i s  
$3,639.85. CD is at $11,150.88. 
Diane Stapleton made a motion to 
accept treasurer’s reports as 
reviewed, Beth Moon seconded the 
motion. All in favor, motion 
carried, treasurer’s report accepted 
and is subject to audit. 

Rick Cannon came to talk to the 
group about the convention being 
in Clarksville this year. He said the 
convention committee has a final 
walk-through this Tuesday evening 
at the Radisson Hotel. Reports that 
the Miss Flame outing is set & it is 
being sponsored by CNC Fire 
Protection. Reminded everyone 
that registration forms are on the 
website & that he had some with 
him if anyone needs one. Gave the 
phone number to the hotel 1-812-
283-4411 where reservations can 
be made. Will have a DJ on 
Thursday & Friday night, Burn 
Camp auc t ion  wi l l  be  on  
Wednesday night. Jack Kerney 
came in & thanked everyone for the 
support ,  prayers,  thoughts,  
condolences that were provided to 
him & his family upon the passing 
of Barb. Voiced his appreciation of 
the IVFA & IVFAA services that 
were provided in her honor. Buz 
Koehler brought newspapers & 
reminded the group regarding 
g e t t i n g  c o r r e c t  a d d r e s s e s  
submitted. This issue of the paper 
had over 380 bad addresses & each 
bad address costs the association 
for each one that is returned. 

Chaplain Report:  Judy Wirth 
brought Bibles with her today; if 
any chairman needs any, please get 
with her after the meeting. Judy 
also informed the group that she 
received an anonymous $40.00 
donation in memory of Barbara 
Kerney. Judy was informed to keep 
the donation & use it in the 
Chaplain flower/card fund. Judy 
informed the group that she needs 
more Bibles. Lou Bartlow made a 
motion that Judy be able to order a 
supply of Bibles staying with the 
small ones we currently have, 
Anthony Smith seconded the 
motion. All in favor, motion 
carried, an order for more Bibles 
will be placed. Judy explained to 
the group of how the memorial 
service will be arranged this year at 
convention. The assistant chaplains 
will be participating in the service 
of laying roses on the cross & two 
years of names will be recognized 
at the service. The memorial 
service will be dedicated to Bob 
Hays & Barbara Kerney. 

Sergeant at Arms: Suzie Lewis 
reports she has no more cases to 
give out to any district chairs that 
come along or are in need. Suzie 
also informed the group that she 
now has all the jewelry in that she 
has ordered. Diane Stapleton made 
a motion that Suzie be able to 
purchase a jewelry case to keep the 
jewelry in & be able to purchase (1) 
case to have on hand in case one is 
needed for a chairman; Judy Wirth 
seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried. A jewelry case & 

(1) case will be purchased.
Committee Reports:  Line 

officers met yesterday at 1 p.m., 
discussions were held about 
convention. 

Audit: Beth Caudill reports 
all went well yesterday. Miss 
Flame is the only committee that 
is not completed & we hope to be 
able to complete it in June at 
convention if Jack is able to get 
all of that stuff together. 
President Carol Curl thanked 
Beth Caudill for being able to 
attend the quarterly meeting as 
the immediate past president & 
doing all the duties associated 
with it.    

VP Project:  Vice President 
Christina Reef reports her 
committee met & that this year 
we will only be doing the 50/50 
drawing & the Chinese auction 
at convention. 50/50 tickets are 
red in color that say they are 
50/50 tickets.  

Miriam Schaekel Award: 
Joyce Nevill reports all is okay & 
set to go. Reminded everyone 
when submitting letters to ensure 
that a contact number is included 
with the letter so if that nominee 
wins, the group can contact 
someone to let them know. 

Lois Boaz Award: Joyce 
Nevill has the jacket & Carol 
Curl verified the winner’s family 
has been notified. Joyce also 
asked that when submitting 
letters please include jacket sizes 
& contact numbers so family can 
be contacted. 

Historians:  Phyllis reports 
all is okay. Christina reports that 
she has flash drives of the 
organization’s history, if any 
chairman needs one for their 
case see her after the meeting to 
get one, she has (3) with her 
today. 

M e m b e r s h i p :  D i a n e  
Stapleton says thing to report.

M i s s  F l a m e :   J a n e t  
Matthews reports that she 
assumed chairman of the 
committee & that the committee 
met yesterday for nearly 2 hours. 
Decision was made for this year 
since we are so close to 
convention that the girls will not 
be making a poster or being 
expected to do any decorating of 
a door. One letter was sent out by 
Barb Kerney in January to the 
district chairs but since then no 
communication about the 
program has went out. Janet has 
been in contact with many 
chairmen regarding the need for 
more information of their 
contestant, right now the count is 
16 girls. Some of the girls are 
those that would have been 2020 
Miss Flames & others are new 
ones. Some of the applications & 
information had been sent to 
Barb but not all of it was located 
& handed over to Janet so the 
committee has been working to 
g e t  e a c h  c o n t e s t a n t ’ s  
information. The welcome letter 
to each girl will be sent out as 
return receipt requested & we 
hope to have these mailed out by 

ththe 8  of May. The community 
project for the girls will be 
collecting new socks for all ages 
to  support  Jeffersonvi l le  
Community Soup Kitchen to 
help the homeless in that county. 
Each Miss Flame will be given 
the information of this project in 
the letter or they may call Janet at 
317-512-8687 if they want more 
information. The committee is 
working extremely hard to get

lined up to ensure we have a 
successful turn out at convention. 
Janet will get pictures of the Miss 
Flame contestants to the print 
company so they will be in the 
convention book, all pictures 
need to be gotten to Janet by end 
of business day tomorrow 
5/3/2021. The committee did 
discuss ways of updating the 
program by the possibility of 
making the sign up virtual as well 
as submitting applications & 
photos electronically next year. 

Jewelry: Suzie Lewis reports 
that $1,747.00 was spent to get 
the jewelry kit all up-to-date. She 
reports that she does have 2 Gold 
cards with her that were ordered 
& if anyone needs any jewelry or 
Gold cards to let her know.  She 
has asked the company that made 
the pins if we are able to purchase 
the molds & they are looking into 
it & will let her know. If we 
purchase the molds, then we will 
not have to pay to have them 
made again if we do not order any 
supplies in 2 years. Suzie will 
disperse to the members any 
jewelry that is owed to them now 
that she has it. Carol Curl wants 
to present Barbara Kerney’s past 
president’s pin & card at 
convention. She was owed one 
from her last time as president. 
Phyllis Vargo will take Martha 
Thomas her past president pin & 
card as we are not sure that she 
will be able to come to the 
convention.

Mary Mackin Scholarship: 
The committee had a meeting 
yesterday, all is okay.

Par l iamentar ian:  Lou  
Bartlow reports all okay.

Budget & Finance: Kathy 
Smith presented the 2021-2022 
budget that the committee came 
up with yesterday. Sharon Wright 
made a motion to accept the 
budget that was presented to the 
g r o u p ;  P a m  G e r d o w s k y  
seconded the motion. All in 
favor, motion carried to accept 
the budget that was presented 
today to the group.  

Chinese Auction:  Lori 
Baxter informed the group that 
she would like the auction 
baskets brought to her ASAP on 
Wednesday of the convention. 
Each basket must come with 
itemized list of items & the cost 
of each that is in the basket. If 
your district brings a basket that 
is strictly for adults over 21, 
please label the basket that way. 
Lori will oversee counting of 
tickets & money as she did in 
2019. Lori will have sign sheet 
where members can take turns 
being at the table at convention. 

Nominating: Carolyn Zeeks 
reports she has Christina Reef 
running for President, Anthony 
or Tammy Smith running for 
Vice President, Martha Biehl to 
remain as treasurer, Janet 
M a t t h e w s  t o  r e m a i n  a s  
corresponding secretary, Lou 
Bartlow running for recording 
secretary, Judy Wirth running for 
chaplain, Suzie Lewis to remain 
as sergeant-at-arms. 

I n s t a l l a t i o n :  P a m  
Gerdowsky reports ready for 
convention.

P re s i d e n t ’s  a d v i s o r y :  
Nothing to report.

Bylaws:  Carol Curl informed 
the group that Barbara Kerney 
had intended to submit a bylaw 
regarding voting age of a child in 
the organization & also a bylaw 

- see ‘secretary’ - page 16
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– submitted by Lloyd E. Wright, District Chairman

News from District 8B
- submitted by Lloyd E. Wright, District Chairman

SECTION 1

- secretary
(continued from page 14)

change about when annual dues 
are to be paid by. She informed the 
group that if any district would like 
to submit for either of these to 
please do so. 

SOG: Joyce Nevill reports she 
is reviewing the minutes from the 
past to see when the change was 
made that any checks written 
under $500 no longer needed 2 
signatures. She wants to get this in 
the SOG’s.  

Chaplain’s assistants:  Judy 
Wirth reports the assistants will be 
participating in the memorial 
ceremony at convention.  

Memorial throw: Carol Curl 
has the memorial throw for 
Barbara Kerney & will present it to 
Jack at convention. 

New Business:  President 
Carol Curl reports that thanks to 
Senate Bill #245 our Miss Flames 
can again sell raffle tickets no 
matter what their age is. Of course, 
they cannot buy them, but they can 
sell them to the crowd & that has 
always helped us make money in 
the past. Lou Bartlow brought up 
that when signing up new 
members to ensure that we are 
telling them to not make a child 
under the age of 18 as a beneficiary 
on the insurance. All beneficiaries 
need to be age 18 or older. Remind 
your members to review their 
beneficiaries that they have listed 
on their insurance, so they ensure 
they have who it is that they want. 
Christina Reef reports that she 
would like to make an updated 
membersh ip  form for  the  
organization. One that is bigger in 
size & easier to write in the needed 
information. She will work on this 
and bring copy for all to see. The 

fireproof cabinet was moved from 
Tammy Smith’s house to Lou 
Bartlow’s house & Christina 
explained to the group how 
difficult it was to get that moved. 
Lou Bartlow suggested that maybe 
that fireproof cabinet needs to 
remain at one destination instead of 
being moved from place to place. 
As the historian with all the 
organizational information it 
would be best to have historian 
have the fireproof cabinet. Phyllis 
Vargo has agreed to have the 
fireproof cabinet in her possession 
if someone can get it moved to her. 
Brandi from R.T. Insurance 
Company stopped in to see 
everyone & she will be attending 
the convention this year as Lona 
Huffman is not able to be there. 

President Carol Curl asked if 
anyone else had anything for the 
good of the order? No one had 
anything to add. Chara Leaver 
made a motion the meeting be 
adjourned, Diana Stapleton 
seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried. Meeting closed 
with prayer given by Judy Wirth, 
11:23 a.m. meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Janet Matthews
Corresponding Secretary

I.V.F.A.A 
State Officer’s Meeting
Thursday, June 10, 2021

Radisson Hotel Louisville 
North, Clarksville, IN

President Carol Curl called the 
meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
Chaplain Judy Wirth gave opening 
prayer for the meeting. Sergeant-
at-Arms Suzie Lewis led the group 
in the Pledge to the Flag. 

Recording Secretary Lou 

Bartlow took roll call for the 
meeting and it was answered by 22 
officers and 6 members. Lou 
reports our membership has 39 
depar tments ,  544  pa id  by  
department, 161 individuals and 31 
life members for a total of 775 
members. 

Corresponding Secretary Janet 
Matthews was asked to read the 
minutes from the Thursday state 
officer’s meeting from 6/13/2019 
to the group. Beth Moon made a 
motion to suspend the reading of 
the minutes & accept them as 
submi t ted ,  Anthony Smi th  
seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried. Minutes accepted 
as they were written & submitted.  

Chaplain Judy Wirth informed 
the group of how the memorial 
service will be for those that have 
passed in 2020 & 2021 this 
evening. The associate chaplains 
will be assisting on the placing of 
the roses on the cross. 

Treasurer Martha Biehl gave 
financial report to the group. No 
corrections or additions and is 
available for audit. 

Vice President Christina Reef 
reports that 50/50 tickets are being 
sold, so far have sold $166 worth. 
Tomorrow evening at the banquet 
the Miss Flames will be selling 
more tickets & we will draw for the 
winner at the closing of the 
banquet.  

Sergeant-at-Arms Suzie Lewis 
informed the group that she can get 
magnetic district bars for $15.00 
each. Discussion was had about 
having the chairman’s name on 
them as well as the district number. 
Beth Caudill made a motion that 
we, as organization only order the 
district bars with only the district 
number on them, no names of the 
chairman; Judy Wirth seconded the 
motion. All in favor, motion 

carried. Suzie will order the 
magnetic district bars with 
district numbers only & if anyone 
is wanting one with their name on 
it, they will have to pay for it 
themselves. Suzie reports that she 
did pick up the Gold cards that 
were ordered in May. 

President Carol Curl brought 
up to the group about the 
president’s awards & was asking 
if they are something that the 
organization pays for or does the 
p res iden t  pay  fo r  them?   
Discussion was had amongst the 
group. Carol informed group she 
would pay for the (2) that she will 
present this year, one for 2020 & 
one for 2021. Carol informed the 
group that Patty Fultz is the new 
District 21 chairman.

President Carol Curl called for 
committee reports; Lou Bartlow 
made a motion that the reports on 
the committees be put off until 
tomorrow; Beverly Taylor 
seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried.  Betsy Howe did 
report that installation committee 
is ready & that the program has 
been shortened some. Janet 
Matthews informed the group 
that the Miss Flames will be 
making a presentation @ 4 p.m. 
today in the Dickens Room to the 
Jeffersonville Soup Kitchen, of 
the socks that they collected for 
their community service project. 
All are welcome to attend the 
presentation. The girls did a great 
job collecting socks.   

Anthony Smith addressed the 
group & thanked Lou Bartlow for 
finishing out his wife, Tammy 
Smith’s term as recording 
secretary. She did not have time 
with how her job changed with 
COVID & by Lou finishing out 
the term it helped him & his 
family alot. 

President Carol Curl showed 
the group the memorial throw 
that was made in honor of 
Barbara Kerney & that she will 
be sending it to her family. She 
then asked if anyone had 
anything for the good of the 
order? Beverly Taylor made a 
motion that the meeting be 
ad journed ,  Mar ie  Emery  
seconded the motion. All in 
favor, motion carried. 

Chaplain Judy Wirth gave 
closing prayer to the group. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Janet Matthews
Corresponding Secretary

I.V.F.A.A Convention 
Meeting

Friday, June 11, 2021
 Radisson Hotel Louisville 
North, Clarksville, IN

President Carol Curl called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
Chaplain Judy Wirth opened 
meeting with prayer. Sergeant-at-
Arms Suzie Lewis led the group 
in the Pledge to the Flag.

Recording Secretary Lou 
Bartlow took roll call for the 
meeting and was answered by 47 
members, no guests.

P r e s i d e n t  C a r o l  C u r l  
congratulated the award winners 
from last night. Lois Boaz Award 
winners Beth Caudill for 2020 & 
Beverly Taylor for 2021. Miss 
Flame 2021 is Sydney Moon, 
District 9-A. Runner-up Miss 
Flame Tasha Wiseman, District 
18.  

Miss Flame contestants came 
to the meeting and were 

- see ‘secretary’  - page 17
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SERVICES 
OFFERED 

 

Bodywork/Paint 
Crash Repairs 

Electrical 
Fabrication/Welding 

Modifications 
Pump Repairs/Testing 

Ground Ladder Testing and 
Repairs 

 

APPARATUS SALES / SERVICE / REPAIRS 
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Service Life Extension 

Projects (SLEPs) 

    Custom Modules 

Modifications 

Upgrades 

CALL RPI FOR ALL YOUR FIRE APPARATUS 

NEEDS!   

765-675-7586 

 

Phone: 765-675-7586 

Fax: 765-675-7589 

Toll Free: 1-866-675-7586 

E-mail: info@renperfco.com 

1095 Development Dr. 

P.O. Box 196 

Tipton, IN 46072 

www.renperfco.com 
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SECTION 1

introduced to the group. 
Corresponding Secretary Janet 

Matthews was asked to read 2019 
IVFAA convention minutes to the 
group. Anthony Smith made a 
motion that we suspend the 
reading of the minutes & accept 
them as they were submitted; E.J 
Smith seconded the motion. All in 
favor, motion carried. The minutes 
are accepted as submitted. 

Treasurer report given by 
Martha Biehl. No corrections or 
additions, is subject to audit. 

Motion made by Patti Fultz to 
suspend the bylaws for purpose of 
election, seconded by Phyllis 
Vargo. All in favor, motion carried. 
President Carol Curl informed the 
group that the door will be locked 
during the elections and no one 
will be able to enter or exit the 
r o o m  u n t i l  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  
completed. 

Nominations for offices 
conducted by Carolyn Zeeks, she 
announced there are 47 voting 
members in the room. 

President - Christina Reef 
slated, Carolyn Zeeks offered 
nominations from the floor x 3. No 
floor nominations, Recording 
Secretary Lou Bartlow cast one 
unanimous vote for Christina Reef 
as President. 

Vice President - Tammy Smith 
& Anthony Smith slated. Tammy 
Smith spoke & withdrew herself 
from the slate. Carolyn Zeeks 
offered nominations from the 
floor. Judy Wirth nominated E.J. 
Smith from the floor, she accepted 
the nomination & addressed the 
group.  Anthony Smith spoke & 
withdrew himself from the slate.  
Nominations offered from the 

- secretary
(continued from page 16)

floor.  June Cahill nominated 
Dawn Harris from the floor, she 
accepted & addressed the group. 
Nominations offered from the 
floor, no further nominations.  
Election conducted & counted; 
Vice President is E.J. Smith. 

Recording Secretary - Lou 
Bartlow slated. Carolyn Zeeks 
offered nominations from the 
floor. June Cahill nominated 
Beverly Vanlandingham from the 
floor, she accepted the nomination 
&  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  g r o u p .  
Nominations offered from the 
floor x 2, no further nominations. 
Election conducted & counted; 
Recording Secretary is Beverly 
Vanlandingham. 

Corresponding Secretary - 
Janet Matthews slated. Carolyn 
Zeeks offered nominations from 
t h e  f l o o r  x  3 .  N o  f l o o r  
nominations, Recording Secretary 
Lou Bartlow cast one unanimous 
vote for Janet Matthews as 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Treasurer - Martha Biehl 
slated.  Carolyn Zeeks offered 
nominations from the floor x 3. No 
floor nominations, Recording 
Secretary Lou Bartlow cast one 
unanimous vote for Martha Biehl 
as Treasurer. 

Chaplain - Judy Wirth slated.  
C a r o l y n  Z e e k s  o f f e r e d  
nominations from the floor x 3. No 
floor nominations, Recording 
Secretary Lou Bartlow cast one 
unanimous vote for Judy Wirth as 
Chaplain.

Sergeant at Arms - Suzie Lewis 
slated. Carolyn Zeeks offered 
nominations from the floor x 3. No 
floor nominations, Recording 
Secretary Lou Bartlow cast one 
unanimous vote for Suzie Lewis as 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Carolyn Zeeks thanked her 
committee for their help during the 

elections today.
B e t s y  H o w e  a n d  P a m  

Gerdowsky  conduc t ed  t he  
installation of IVFAA officers for 
2021-2022.

Kathy Smith made a motion for 
meeting to be adjourned, seconded 
by Kay Shumaker. All in favor, 
motion carried. 

Chaplain Judy Wirth gave 
closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
by President Carol Curl.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Matthews
Corresponding Secretary

DISTRICT 6 REPORT

E.J. Smith - Chairman

Hello Everyone,
 
I attended the annual IVFA 75th 

Convent ion June 9 -11 at  
Clarksville, IN.

Thank you to Districts 14 -16 for 
hosting the Convention.

We were unable to have the 
IVFA Convention in 2020 due to 
the Covid Pandemic. I would like to 
congratulate the 2020 winners: Mr. 
IVFA Steve Anderson, Lois Boaz - 
Beth Caudill, Miriam Schaekel - 
Phyllis Vargo.

I would like to congratulate the 
2021 winners. Mr. IVFA - Pete 
Taylor, Lois Boaz - Bev Taylor, 
Miriam Schaekel - Eula Bush, 
Angel Award - Rachel Bussey,  
Flame Sydney Moon - District 9A, 
2021 Miss Flame runner-up Tasha 
Wiseman - District 18, Miss 
Congeniality Mady Reeder - 
District 13B, Mary Mackin Essay 
Winners, Mady Shumaker - District 
5, Cheyanne Rolston - District 4.

I would like to say Thank You to 
the Miss Flames on a job well done. 
Their community project this year 
was to collect men’s, women’s 
socks for the Jefferson Kitchen 
Center.

Our next District 6 meeting will 
be July 27th at Ligonier Fire 
Department at 7:00 p.m. Please try 
to attend the District meeting.

If you have any questions or 
concerns please contact me at cell 
260-413-3040, or e-mail me at 
EJS6District@aol.com.

 
E.J.Smith 
District 6 IVFAA Chairman
 

Beverly Taylor - Chairman

DISTRICT 11-A REPORT

Hello everyone,
Wow! What a 75th convention 

we had in June. We are still reeling 
from all the excitement. Getting 
the Lois Boaz Memorial Award 

was totally a surprise. With that 
being said it was a bigger 
surprise that our kids were there! 
Amy and Matt came from Texas 
to surprise us and our son Jim 
was there also. What a treat! I 
want to thank everyone that 
wrote letters for me. I have my 
award on the wall next to Pete’s 
Mr. IVFA award. It looks perfect. 
Thanks again, I am so honored.

The weather is hot and the 
flowers are growing great. 
Everything looks so pretty. 
Enjoy it while you can.

We have attended some fish 
fries; drive-thru mostly. It’s good 
things are beginning to get back 
to halfway normal.

Our next district meeting will 
be at Otto Creek Station 1 on July 
18, 2021 in Terre Haute. I would 
like to see more people come out 
to district meetings. This is 
where you hear what the state is 
planning and all the changes can 
be heard. We will be looking for 
you.

If you have any functions 
coming up, please put them on 
the website, we check it often.

If you need or want anything 
that I can help with, contact me at 
812-448-3232 or e-mail at 
vburen10@gmail.com.

Until next time,
Don’t forget dues are due July 

1st.
Stay safe.

Beverly Taylor
Chairman 11A

Judy Wirth - Chairman

DISTRICT 14 REPORT

Hello to all and happy 
summer! Congratulations to all 
who won awards at Convention. 

Now that we have more 
freedom from all the restrictions 
from Covid 19, hope everyone 
will be able to get out and 
f e l l o w s h i p  a t  a l l  f i r e  
departments’ functions and 
events. It is great to be able to 
visit with the folks in the 
communities we serve. 

District 14 will meet at 
Dupont Fire Company on 
Thursday, July 15. 

Take care and hope to see you 
soon.

Christina Reef

IVFAA
President

Hello my fellow I.V.F.A.A. 
members,

thI hope you all had a great 4  of 
July holiday. 

It was wonderful to see you all 
at the May quarterly meeting and 
the state convention. Hopefully, 
we are headed in the direction of 
things being back to normal 
again. 

As some of you know we have 
some new line officers this year, 
EJ Smith is your new Vice 
President, Bev Vanlandingham is 
your new Recording Secretary 
and I am the new President. We 
also have a few new district 
chairmen: Kimberly Smith - 
District 6, Kristy Bisel -  District 
7, JoAnn Smith - District14 and 
Patti Fultz - District 21. 

I look forward to working 
with everyone this year. My 
biggest goal this year is for us to 
continue and finish the project of 
reviewing and updating our 
Bylaws and Standard Operation 
Guidelines. I have put together a 
large committee for helping us 
make this happen. 

Another goal this year is 
building fellowship. I would like 
for a District or two to take a 
Saturday at our quarterly 
meeting and come up with 
something for us to do to help 
build the fellowship of our 
organization. I think this will be a 
great way for new members to 
get to know the older members. 

I am in the process of creating 
the committee assignments now 
and will have those at the August 
meeting. I would like to ask you 
all to please continue to post your 
meeting date, time, and location 
on the calendar or on the 
I.V.F.A.A. community Facebook 
page. This will not only help me 
know when your meeting is but 
will also let others know in your 
surrounding areas. 

As I said before I look forward 
to working with you all in the 
next coming year. I cannot wait 
to see what we can accomplish. 

I hope you all have a safe and 
wonderful rest of the summer. 

EDITOR’S NOTE ...... IT IS VERY 

IMPORTANT that when submitting 

articles and photos, either by 

mail, e-mail or fax ..... please 

include the District # along with 

the submission. 

THANK YOU!!

November 2021 deadline
is October 5, 2021

E-mail news
and photos to

printco@rhsi.tv
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SECTION 1

IVFAA
Chaplain

Judy Wirth

I would like to take this time to 
say Thank You to the state 
membership.

Thank you for staying steady 
during the past 2 years during the 
pandemic.

Thank you for support, phone 
calls, leaving food on the door 
step, cards, love, and prayers that 
all of you passed along during this 
difficult time to your family, 
neighbors, friends, acquaintances, 
or even strangers. Thank you for 
the time you spend supporting all 
fire companies/departments. 

Sometimes those 2 simple 
words are not spoken enough, but 
mean so much to someone who 
NEEDS to hear it. So Thank You!

When was the last time you 
thanked our Heavenly Father for 
all HE does for you?

Congratulations	on	reaching	a	service	milestone	of	50	years	as	a	volunteer	firefighter	…	The	IVFA	wishes	to	
recognize	 and	 congratulate	 you	 as	 does	 the	 Indiana	House	 of	 Representatives	with	 “House	 Resolution	 #40”	
honoring	 the	 following	 volunteer	 firefighters,	 who	 as	 of	 2021,	 have	 spent	 50	 years	 protecting	 and	 serving	
communities	across	Indiana:

Michael A. Tyler, 
Kenneth W. Keilman,
David E. Pelc,
James Arnold,
Wayne C. Adams,
John P. Kroll, 
Norman G.Telford, 
Larry R. Hitzeman, 
Richard A. Laumeyer, 
Gerald E. Spohn, 
James L. Baird, 
James G. Hall, 
Leona A. Uryga,
Majorie Wozniak,
Roy A. Cohen, 
James W. Bellman, 
Ellis D. Shepherd, 
Roger A. Gelbaugh, 
Michael R. Engle,
Glen D. LaRue, 
John H. Russell, 
Allen J. Connelly, 
Bruce L. MacPherson, 
Larry A. Winget, 
Richard Rochford, 
Steve Anstett, 
Richard L. Sprunger, 
Walter P. Reiter, 
Terry L. Nevil,

Ralph L. Klinker,
Paul L. Meyer, 
Steven A. Bradtmueller, 
Sam J. Wilson, 
Phillip A. Juengel, 
Erhardt Ballschmidt, 
John B. Metzger,
Ronald E. Corn Sr., 
Charles L. Pugsley, 
Troy M. Williamson, 
Oral E. Henderson, 
John G. Bouge, 
Steven E. Hicks, 
Joseph H. Remaly, 
Lawrence J. Hamby, 
Brian G. Nipple, 
John M. Tumilty, 
Frederick A. Fry, 
Don E. Meek,
James A. Rupp, 
Duane D. Dalton, 
Benny G. Randolph,
Mark E. Snapp, 
Bill W. Obrien, 
Richard L. Wood, 
Paul M. Lee, 
John E. Wilbur, 
James L. Caldwell, 
James W. Mohr, 

John W. Zielska Jr., 
Thomas M. Murray,
Jeff Crone, 
Roy R. Miller, 
Paul E. Carlow, 
James H. Lohrig, 
Larry E. Cromer, 
Donald L. Allen,
Paul R. Baker, 
Harold E. Shafer,
John Kelp, 
Joe R. McWhorter Sr., 
Walter B. Blakely, 
Duane Goffinet, 
William L. Garrett,
George B. Hasenour, 
Dan P. Kalb, 
James J. Kluesner, 
Marvin J. Kluesner,
Ray Kissling, 
James L. Verkamp, 
Dennis A. Kessans, 
William P. Wintz, 
Don Covington, 
Dan W. Smith Jr.,
Phillip D. Lehman, 
Kenneth D. Gembala, 
Robert Naylor, 
Cecil W. Hudson

Fifty	years	is	no	small	achievement	-	spending	time	raising	your	families,	working	a	full-time	job,	juggling	your	
volunteer	duties	and	participating	in	other	community	activities	such	as	church,	school,	and	sports	and	all	the	
while	protecting	and	serving	their	departments	and	communities,	protecting	your	family,	friends	and	neighbors	
(and	even	those	you	don’t	know). 

Happy 50th!

If	you	know	them,	if	you	
see	them,	thank	them,	
for	the	pathway	they	

provided	allowing	us	to	
continue	to	serve,	

protect,	and	provide	the	
services	of	the	Indiana	
Volunteer	Firefighter’s	

Association	

IVFA	and	our	14,000	

members

e-mail news
and  photos to
printco@rhsi.tv

Thank you

to each

and 

every one!
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News from District 6
- submitted by Jean Smith, PRNE / Gerald Sprague, district chairman

Tyler Terry, Chief at Stroh Volunteer Fire Department was presented the 
MacQueen Award by District 6 Chairman Jerry Sprague, Co-Chairman 
Mack Grobis and PRNE Jean Smith. Congratulations Tyler!

 

MacQueen Award winner 10 year pin awarded

25 year pin awarded

Jerry Sprague presented Neil Taylor, Lagrange Fire Department,  his 

10 year IVFA service pin along with Jean Smith PRNE and Mack 

Grobis, co-chairman. 

Jerry Sprague presented John Gilmore, Lagrange Fire Department, his 
25 year IVFA service pin along with Jean Smith, PRNE and Mack Grobis, 
co-chairman.

News from 
District 8A

- submitted by Amy Grannan, Administrative Assistant, 
Lafayette Twp. FD / Rex Maynard, chairman

Korey Hughes, 
L i e u t e n a n t  o f  
Lafayette Township 
Vo l u n t e e r  F i r e  
Department receives 
his 25 year pin.

25 year
service pin
awarded

News from District 8B
- submitted by Lloyd E. Wright, district chairman

The Bryant Volunteer Fire Department new Engine 12. They purchased it from the 
Montezuma Fire Department in Montezuma, Ohio.  It is a 2000 IH KME fire engine.  It 
has a 1500 gpm pump and a 1000 gallon water tank.  It also came with a full compliment of 
fire hose including 1 3/4" hose and Nozzles, 2 1/2" hose, and 5' supply hose.  It also 
included some miscellaneous equipment including floating strainer, negative pressure 
fans, and stream light box lights.

Presented by Lloyd E. Wright, District 8B
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News from District 8B
- submitted by Lloyd E. Wright, district chairman

Area fire departments hold training

Drive-thru 
fish and chicken 

fry held

Members of the Lynn, Williansburg, Winchester, Modoc and the Farmland Fire Departments had training on ground ladders, 

ventilation, and forcible entry during Firefighter 1 class. 

The Farmland Volunteer Fire 

Department held a drive-thru fish and 

chicken fry on April 24, 2021.  

Looks like they had a good crowd.
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- ________

DATE OF ORDER 

MAKE CHECKS 
PAYABLE TO 

Quantity Description Size Price Each Total Purchase 

  Zip:     

IVFA offering shirts, caps 
and jackets for sale

- _______ 

IVFA 

$ 

$ 

$

_______ 

ORDER SUB TOTAL 

Order Total Including Shipping & Handling 

SIGNATURE __________________________________________

EXPIRATION DATE ______________________ CVV # ____________

Up To $35 = $12.00 $36 to $70 = $25.00  Over $100 = $35 
          

  State:  

ORDER FORM 

         

Indiana Volunteer Firefighter’s Association 

1-877-606-4832    FAX 812/867-3471 

    (As Shown On The Credit Card) 

 

BE SURE TO HAVE YOUR SIZE FOR EACH GARMENT INCLUDED

 VISA   MASTER CARD 

  

 -   

   

Shipping & Handling Charges 

 

 -   

 

CREDIT CARD NUMBER 

P.O. Box 4797 
Evansville, IN  47724 
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 Ship To:             

 Street Address:            

 City:      

 Phone: 
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   Denim Shirt Long Sleeve - $25.00
 Denim Shirt Short Sleeve - $25.00

Wind Shirt - Black - $35.00
Tee Shirt - Gray - $15.00
Tee Shirt - Navy - $15.00
Black Sport Shirt - NEW - $25.00

Sky Blue Golf Shirt - NEW - $25.00
White Golf Shirt Navy Stripe Collar - NEW - $25.00

Olive Green Golf Shirt - NEW - $25.00
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Order form 4/2/18
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SECTION 2
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News from District 8B
- submitted by Lloyd E. Wright, district chairman

Lynn Volunteer Fire
Department’s new fire truck

Pennville VFD

MacQueen award winner

District 8A Miss Flame

Carl "Rich" Imel from the Pennville Volunteer Fire Department 
was awarded the MacQueen Excellence award at the convention.  
Congratulations Rich!!

Pictured from left 
to right are Sean 
Whitcomb from the 
Pennville VFD, Carl 
"Rich" Imel from the 
P e n n v i l l e  V F D ,  
Haley Armstrong, 
District 8B Miss 
F l a m e ,  J i m m y  
Pennington from the 
Pennville VFD, and 
Mikey Armstrong 
from the Pennville 
VFD.

(Photo on left) – Pictured from left to right 
is Randy Coleman from the Bryant Volunteer 
Fire Department, Hayley Armstrong, District 
8B Miss Flame and Lloyd E. Wright, District 
8B Chairman. (Photo on right) Randy 
Coleman from the Bryant Volunteer Fire 
escorted District 8B Miss Flame Haley 
Armstrong to the opening meeting at the 
convention.

( P i c t u r e d  
below) – District 
8B's Miss Flame 
Haley Armstrong 
from the Bryant 
Volunteer  Fi re  
D e p a r t m e n t  
having fun at the 
auction for the 
burn camp at the 
convention.
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News from District 9B
– Compliments of Fire Chief Kenny Haun and submitted by LeMoyne ‘Buz’ Koehler / Randy Denton, chairman

SECTION 2

Rensselaer Volunteer 
Fire Department celebrates

125 years of service
B y  H A R L E Y TO M L I N S O N ,  R e n s s e l a e r  R e p u b l i c a n  -  

harley@rensselaerrepublican.com

May 14, 2021

RENSSELAER – Rensselaer’s fire department has come a long way since 
the days of leather buckets, rubber boots and fire wagons pulled by horses. 
Those were the items necessary for the first fire departments – known in the 
1860s as the Rensselaer Fire Company and later as the E.D. Rhoades Hook and 
Ladder Brigade – to battle blazes in the still-developing small town of  

Rensselaer.
But one thing has remained constant in the department’s nearly two centuries of existence: the fierce dedication and devotion of its volunteer 

firefighters. 
On Saturday, May 8, those volunteers – considered the backbone of any fire department – were recognized by state officials, Mayor  Steve Wood and 

city fire chief Kenny Haun during RVFD’s 125th year celebration just outside the main entrance of the firehouse.
After Maddy Anderson provided the National Anthem, Caden Roberts, the young son of firefighter Brandon Roberts, offered his thanks to the 

firefighters for their tireless work in keeping the city safe. He talked briefly of incidents that put lives in danger, from the courthouse fire in 1864 to 
downtown fires to a train derailment just a few years ago.

Indiana State Fire Marshal Joel Thacker, who was appointed in his position by Gov. Eric Holcomb, was on hand to read a message from the Governor 
before presenting an Indiana Fire Marshal’s meritorious service medal to Haun and his crew.

“As one of the oldest continuous volunteer departments in Indiana, this is a momentous occasion,” Holcomb said. “Every day we recognize the 
sacrifices men and women make and proudly serve our state to ensure the safety of all Hoosiers. Your unrivaled commitment, work ethic and passion have 
played a vital role in Rensselaer and surrounding communities. Indiana is relying on Hoosiers like you. Thank you all for your service and again 
congratulations on the 125th year anniversary of the Rensselaer Volunteer Fire Department.”

The inscription on the state Fire Marshal’s medal to the department says, “Presented to the Rensselaer Volunteer Fire Department for their 125 years of 
dedicated service to the citizens of Rensselaer, Jasper County and the great state of Indiana.”

In his speech, Haun honored the heroism of volunteer firefighters from the time the 
Rensselaer Volunteer Fire Department became official by city decree in 1896 to now.

“It took generations of dedicated members to give up time from their families, miss 
milestones of their children’s growth and countless hours of no sleep,” he said. “With that 
said I believe heartache leads us to be stronger and better.” “These are the guys that make it 
happen, not just me,” Haun said prior to delivering his speech.

Haun relayed 125 years of highlights in his speech, giving an audience of 50 or more a 
quick timeline of challenges and benchmarks the department encountered over the past 
century-plus.

The main hall inside the firehouse, which was dedicated in 2016, has a timeline 
highlighting important events of the RVFD displayed on its wall.

Also in attendance were representatives from Rep. Doug Gutwein’s office as well as the 
Indiana Volunteer Firefighters Association, who offered their congratulations to the 
RVFD.

The Rensselaer Volunteer Fire Department held a 125th year celebration on May 8, at the firehouse.

A quasquicentennial to remember
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Firefighters and EMS teams are dedicated to  
protecting those in need; saving lives and property.

And while you protect others, we respond  
with Fire & Rescue Pro, an insurance and risk 
management program designed for the unique needs 
of Fire Departments, Districts and EMS Operations.

Fire & Rescue Pro is offered through Bliss McKnight, 
Inc. and the local independent insurance agent of 
your choice.

Contact us for more  
information or an  
insurance review.

Bliss McKnight, Inc.

2801 E. Empire

Bloomington, IL 61704

phone: 800-322-3391

info@blissmcknight.com

This insurance is 

underwritten by  

National Fire and Casualty 

Company and other fine 

companies, and provided 

through Bliss McKnight, 

Inc. and local independent 

insurance agents.

We Respond  
Because You Do.

SECTION 2

 

  

 

  

 
 

  

– Submitted by John Ray, district chairman
News from District 10 

25 year service
pin awarded 50 year

Gold card
presented

James Rupp received his 
50 year Gold card on May 
18, 2021 at Clay City Fire 
Department. (Left) James 
Rupp and (right) Pete 
Ta y l o r,  D i s t r i c t  11 A 
chairman.

Don Meek received  his 
50 year Gold card on May 
6, 2021 at Cataract Fire 
Department. (Left) Don 
Meek and (right) Pete 
Taylor,  Dis t r ic t  11A 
chairman.

James Monroe received 
his 25 year pin on June 21st 
at the Turman T.W.P. Fire 
Department.

M i c h a e l  L i z e s a y  
received his 25 year pin on 
May 6, 2021 in  Cataract 
Fire Department. (Left) 
Michael Lizesay and 
(right) Pete Taylor, District 
11A chairman.

Cody Barnard received the MacQueen Excellence 
Award at the convention on June 11, 2021. (Left) 
official presenter and (right) Pete Taylor, District 
11A chairman.

John Tumulty receives his 50 year 
Gold card from Marshal Thacker.

– Submitted by Pete Taylor, district chairman
News from District 11-A

EDITOR’S NOTE ...... IT IS VERY 

IMPORTANT when submitting articles 

and photos, either by mail, e-mail or fax 

..... please include the District # along 

with the submission. THANK YOU!!

50 year Gold cards awarded 25 year pins
awarded

MacQueen winner

Congratulations to all!

Hartsville firefighter, Stephen Pumphrey receiving his 25 

year pin from District 10 Chair, John Ray, at the May District 

meeting.
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– Submitted by Jason Ryan, district chairman
News from District 11-B

Ten and twenty-five year pins awarded to members

Chairman Jason Ryan (left), Corey Brown, 
10 year pin, New Market Comm. Vol. Fire 
Dept.

Chairman Jason Ryan (left), Derek Williams, 
10 year pin, New Market Comm. Vol. Fire 
Dept.

Dale Fivecoat -  25 year pin, Madison Twp. 
Vol. Fire Dept. (left), Chairman Jason Ryan 
(right).

(Photo on left) – Lee Price, 
25 year pin, Madison Twp. 
Vol. Fire Dept. (left),  
Chairman Jason Ryan (right).

(Photo on right) – Chad Mize (10 year pin), Michael Mazura (25 year pin), Chairman Jason Ryan, Brian Strohm 
(25 year pin), Kevin Nickels (10 year pin) and Marshal Spencer (10 year pin) -- All members of the Helt Fire and 
Rescue – Left to Right.
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Support
Hoosier

Burn CampA place to be
“Just One of the Kids”

TM

SECTION 2

 

  

 

  

 
 

  

– Submitted by Larry Curl, district chairman ~ Photos by Chara Leaver
News from District 12

25 year
pins 

awarded
(Photo on left) – Jim 

Leaver receives his 25 year 
pin.

(Photo on right) – Tim 
Williams receives his 25 year 
pin.

(submitted by 
Diane Harrison)

 

  

 

  

 
 

  

– Submitted by Nancy Cushman - Jason Greene, district chairman
News from District 13A

On March 9th, Don Cushman ECPR and Jason Greene, District 13A Chairman, 
presented the following 10 and 25 year service pins to members of the Dunreith 
Volunteer Fire Department:

10 year pin:               Howard Thorman

25 year pins:               Joe McIntosh
                                    Steve Wilkerson
                                    Jason Greene

Dunreith VFD members receive pins

Sutherlin awarded MacQueen 
Excellence Award for 2020

On March 9th, Don Cushman ECPR, presented the 
district's 2020 MacQueen Excellence Award to Dave 
Sutherlin.

2021 
Hoosier

Burn 
Camp

auction a
success!
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– Submitted by Nancy Cushman - Jason Greene, district chairman
News from District 13A

On March 4th, Don Cushman ECPR presented 10 year 
pins to the following members of the Ingalls Volunteer 
Fire Department:

           Linda Schraedter
           Seth Smith
           Jeffrey Wilson

Ten and twenty-five year pins awarded in district

On February 11th, Don Cushman ECPR presented the following 
service pins to members of the Kennard Fire Department:

10 year pin:               Mickey Cole
25 year pins:              James Booth and Ron Huffman

News from District 13-B
– submitted by Jeff Biehl, district chairman

Everton FD awards banquet 

 (Photo at right) 
–  E v e r t o n  F D   
Firefighter of Year 
A w a r d   w a s  
presented to John 
Staples by Dred 
Roach.
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Honoring our military
We are exceptionally proud of our members that are serving in the military; they not only place their communities first, they also place their country first. We would like to thank them for their service to their country. Below is a list of military personnel who are 
members of the Association and on active duty around the world.
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SECTION 2

Indiana Volunteer Firefighters Association Members On Military Leave Updated 2/11/21

United States Coast Guard
U.S. Department of  Homeland Security
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Attention All Departments!!
The IVFA Public Relations/Public 

Education Trailer
Is Available To You!!!

Contact your District Chairman 
or …

Mike Dzuba, District 13A and
Don Cushman  II - PREC

- Great event for any event ... Open House,
   Fund Raisers, etc.
- Promotion and recruitment
  for your Department.
- Promotion and recruitment for the IVFA.
- Free Fire Prevention material.
- Delivery and pick-up is free.

48 HOURS 

NOTICE IS

REQUIRED

BEFORE WANTING

TO USE 

THE TRAILER

SECTION 2

Please support
the 

advertisers!!

PLEASE NOTE:

NOVEMBER
2021

DEADLINE
IS

OCTOBER 5,
2021

e-mail news
and photos to

printco@rhsi.tv

Stay safe!

News from District 13-B
– submitted by Jeff Biehl, district chairman

Bentonville Fire Dept. 
members recently honored

Bentonville Fire Dept  – 4 members receive 50 year Gold cards, pins, 
House Resolutions from the IVFA  & Meritorious Service Medals from 
State Fire Marshal's Office.

(Seated left to right) -  James McElfresh, David Eakins, Dennis Summan, 
Paul Ripberger.

(Standing left to right) - Jeff Biehl - 13B chairman, David Israel -  IVFA 
President, Wade Walling, representing the State Marshal’s office & Chad 
Ripberger, Fire Chief.

   
        

News from District 14 
– Submitted by Rick Cannon, district chairman

Rescue boat 
sponsors

Vernon Township Fire Department acquires new rescue boat

Vernon Township  Fi re  
Department new swift water 
rescue boat.
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News from District 14 
– Submitted by Rick Cannon, district chairman

Western Fire Co. #3 hosts fish fry

50 year Gold card and pin were presented 
by District 14 chairman Rick Cannon to Paul 
Carlow of Western Fire Company #3.

New Washington 50 year Gold cards and 10 year pins were awarded to fire members.

50 year Gold card
and pin awarded

IVFA trailer
travels to
fish fry

New brush
truck for

Tri Township

New Washington awards handed out

IVFA trailer at the Dupont Landcaster fish fry

Pictured is Tri Township Fire 
Department’s new brush truck.
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When Submitting Photos and Articles
for Publication, Please state

the District for
the Article or Photo! - Thank you!!

EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2016

Ads are to be in one of the following 
formats:

– pdf
– Microsoft Word
– Microsoft Publisher
– Corel Draw X18

Full color ads: CMYK format - 
                          300 dpi
Black and white ads: Grayscale -
                                     300 dpi
Red and black ads: Black and 
     PMS - 100% Red - 300 dpi

RATE SCHEDULE FOR
INDIANA VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER

     The paper is tabloid size, published quarterly.
  Quarterly issues are printed for February, May, August and November. ALL COPY MUST BE in the hands 
of Printco or Buz Koehler BY THE 5TH OF THE MONTH OF THE PRECEDING MONTH OF 
PUBLICATION.

ALL AD SIZES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

QUARTER PAGE SIZE - 4" WIDE x 7" TALL: 
BLACK AND WHITE ............................................................................................................$210.00
2 COLOR (RED AND BLACK)..............................................................................................$235.00
FULL COLOR ........................................................................................................................$370.00

HALF PAGE SIZE - 10" WIDE x 7" TALL:
BLACK AND WHITE ............................................................................................................$275.00
2 COLOR (RED AND BLACK) .............................................................................................$335.00
FULL COLOR ........................................................................................................................$485.00

FULL PAGE SIZE - 10" WIDE x 15" TALL:
BLACK AND WHITE ............................................................................................................ $550.00
2 COLOR (RED AND BLACK) ............................................................................................. $605.00
FULL COLOR ........................................................................................................................$795.00

CENTER FOLD - 2 PAGES 
(YOUR CHOICE IN FORMAT)............................................................................................$1025.00

INFORMATION:
75 COLUMN INCHES PER PAGE ... A FULL PAGE AD IS 10” WIDE x 15” DEEP.

ALL ADS MUST BE PAID IN FULL - NET 30 DAYS
ALL CHECKS ARE TO BE MADE PAYABLE TO: 
“INDIANA VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S ASSOCIATION” 
AND SENT  TO:
      L.E. “Buz” KOEHLER
      AD SOLICITOR
      6225 SWALLOW DRIVE
      HARRISON, MI 48625

      Phone 219-866-1128 or e-mail: lkoehler@ivfa.org

   
        

News from District 14 
– Submitted by Rick Cannon, district chairman

Pictured – Willie Stoffragen and his 

family with the 2020 Ollie Sandburg Award

2021 MISS FLAMES AND THEIR SPONSOR – Pictured are all of the 

Miss Flames with Charlie Moon from C and C Fire Protection, the 2021 Miss 

Flame outing sponsor.

2020 Ollie
Sandburg Award

winner

Leo Canfield
recipient of the I.F.D.

Public Safety
Service Commendation

November deadline:
October 5, 2021
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News from District 14 
– Submitted by Rick Cannon, district chairman

   
        

News from District 16
– Submitted by John Gott, district chairman

Pictures of the Madison Waterball … Fair 
Play Fire Company #1 beat Washington Fire 
Company #2 in the championship round.  
North Madison Volunteer Fire Company #5 
beat Clifty Fire Company #6 for the third 
place trophy. Yellow helmets are FPFC#1.   

In the group picture, from left to right:  
Katie Napier, Jonathan Barnes, Burke Jones, 
John Knoebel, Gabe Hemmer, John 
Atkinson and Jesse Plummer.

Washington Fire Company #2 won in 
2019 and there was no event in 2020 due to 
the pandemic.  Fair Play Fire Company #1 
has dominated recently by winning this 
event in 2012 through 2018 via the strong 
performance of lead nozzleman, Burke 
Jones.  Prior to 2012, the 2’s dominated 
(decades) based upon Jamie Edwards as the 
lead nozzleman for the 2’s.  This event 
happens every year (typically) and helps 
kick off the week long activities of the 
Madison Regatta that is held around July 
4th.

(submitted by) Dave Snodgrass - Captain
Fair Play Fire Company #1

 

2021 Madison Regatta Waterball champions

Wi l l i a m  “ B i l l ”  
Miller of Elizabeth, IN 
was recently awarded 
the 2020  MacQueen 
Excellence Award 
from the Indiana 
Volunteer Firefighters 
Association. The 2020 
awards presentations 
were postponed due to 
COVID 19 as the 2020 
c o n v e n t i o n  w a s  
canceled.

D u r i n g  t h e  
Elizabeth, Indiana 
M e m o r i a l  D a y  
celebration, William 
“Bill” Miller was 
presented with the 
District 16 MacQueen 
Excellence Award. 
Bill is a founding 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
Elizabeth VFD who 
has served in nearly 
every capacity on the 
department over the 
course of his more 
than 60 year career in 
the fire service. He has 

given much of his time to better his community and help his neighbors. 
Congratulations Bill and thank you for your service to the citizens of 

Elizabeth and Harrison County. District 16 is proud of you!

Miller 2020 MacQueen Award winner 2021
Miss Flame

Allysen Armstrong of 
L e a v e n w o r t h ,  I N  
represented District 16 as 
the 2020/21 Miss Flame! 
She competed against other 
contestants from the 21 
districts throughout the 
state. Although she was not 
chosen as the state winner, 
we are very proud to have 
her represent District 16 for 
2020/21. She is the daughter 
o f  G r e g  a n d  A s h l e y  
Armstrong and is sponsored 
by the Leavenworth VFD.

Allysen also participated 
in a fundraiser and collected 
over 1,000 pairs of socks for 
the Jefferson Community 
Kitchen.  

 She and 
District 16 
C h a i r m a n ,  
J o h n  G o t t   
t o o k  2 n d  
place in the 
d a n c e  
competition
Allysen will 
be traveling 
th roughout  
the district in 
the upcoming 
m o n t h s  
a t t e n d i n g  
events hosted by local fire departments.

November deadline
is October 5, 2021



see ‘burning’ page 22News from District 17A
– submitted by Sam Emery, district chairman
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Ten and twenty-five pins awarded to members

Cooks and servers at the 
Plainville VFD fundraiser

Schafer awarded 50 year Gold card

ELNORA VFD 10 YEAR PINS – Daniel Keith, Gary Keith, Cory Parsons, 

Joseph Hastzings with Chief  Robin Dove looking on.

ELNORA VFD 25 YEAR PINS – Members receive their 25 

year pins. Left to right – Chief Robin Dove, Tom Nugent and Jerry 

Beck.

Plainville VFD member 

Harold “Gene” Shafer receives 

his 50 year Gold card.

Daughters of Gene 

Shafer and members of 

the Plainville VFD help 

him celebrate his 50 

year Gold card.

ARE YOU 
INTERESTED 

IN AN IVFA 
HISTORY 
BOOK?

75
anniversary

As the 75th anniversary of the IVFA approaches, 
we are trying to determine the interest level in a 
book covering the years 1997 - 2021. Your input 
will help us decide if this is a feasible project; and if 
there is interest in reprinting the 50th anniversary 
book.

Please e-mail your name, phone number, 
department and which book(s) you are interested 
in to  Sending the e-mail does not prwc@ivfa.org.
commit you to purchasing, there will be official 
order forms in the future.
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News from District 18
– submitted by John C. Smith, district chairman

Ten and twenty-five pins awarded to members

At the 22 February 2021 meeting of the Luce Fire Territory, District 
18 Chairman John “Bull” Smith presented two members with the IVFA 
years of service pins. Pictured receiving the 10 year pin is LFT 
Firefighter Jacob Lauer. Pictured receiving the 25 year pin is LFT 
Firefighter Evan Young.

At the February meeting of the 
Schne l lv i l l e  VFD,  Co l ton  
Hasenour was presented the IVFA 
10 year service pin.

Andy Blanton of the Lost River 
VFD is pictured receiving his 10 
year service pin from the IVFA.

At the February meeting of the Jasper VFD, two members were 
presented with the IVFA 10 year service pin. Pictured are Jasper 
Firefighters Charles Kreilein and Ryan Wagner.

At the 11 March meeting of the English VFD, District 18 Chairman 
John “Bull” Smith presented the IVFA 10 year service pin to two of its 
members. Pictured receiving the award are EVFD Firefighters Aaron 
Bye and Claude Cox. Also receiving the award, but not present were 
EVFD Firefighters Jared Brown and Joe Schwartz.

At the meeting of the Celestine 
VFD of 24 January. Jason 
Verkamp was presented with the 
IVFA 25 year service pin by 
District 18 Chairman John “Bull” 
Smith.

Schnellville Firefighter Receives Gold Card
 

On Sunday 27 June the Schnellville VFD hosted an Open House and pancake breakfast in honor of 
James “Jim” Verkamp. After 50 years of service to the Department and community, Verkamp 
announced his “stepping down” but, only as the Department’s Assistant Chief. 

Verkamp said, “I figured I’d let the younger ones take care of it. I’ll help out whenever I can. I’m not 
going to give it up yet”! 

Joining the Department in 1971 he, as many do in the Volunteer Fire Service, “started a family 
tradition” according to Verkamp. One son, two brothers and cousins serve on the Department as well 
as several cousins that serve on neighboring departments. 

More than 100 members of the community turned out for the event. Verkamp was presented with a 
plaque from the Schnellville VFD honoring his service. District 18 Chairman Smith presented him 
with the IVFA 50 year pin and Gold Card. Pictured with Jim and his wife Mary, are SVFD Fire Chief 
Mark Fischer (far right) and District 18 Chairman John “Bull” Smith (far left).  
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At the meeting of 3 June of the Tell City VFD, 
Dennis Kessans was presented the 50 year pin and 
Gold card by District 18 Chairman John “Bull” 
Smith.

Kessans honored 
with Gold card

News from District 19
– submitted by Ben Sieverding, district chairman

News from District 19
– submitted by Pam Gerdowsky, district chairman

News from District 18
– submitted by John C. Smith, district chairman

50 year Gold card awarded to Don 
Covington, East Enterprise VFD.

 (Pictured left to right:)  East Enterprise 
VFD Chief Jeff Darling, 50 year member 
Don Covington, IVFA state President David 
Israel, District 19 Chairman Ben 
Sieverding.

Fifty year
Gold card
awarded to 
Covington

Fifty year members awarded Gold cards

  

Pictured are the 50 year Gold Card 
members from Sunman Auxiliary. (Left to 
right) : Wanda Retzner - Elaine Weber - 
Marilyn Smith - former 50 year member, 
Viola Bruns - and District 19 Chairman, Pam 
Gerdowsky.

      

 e-mail news and photos to printco@rhsi.tv
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News from District 19
– submitted by Jerry Liston, IVFA vice president  ~ Lewis (Ed) Watson, district chairman

Perry Martin of Sheffield Volunteer Fire 
Department accepting the Golden Spatula 
Award from Hoosier Burn Camp Executive 
Director Mark Koopman at the District 21 
meeting in May 2021. This award was 
presented to Martin for his services to the 
Hoosier Burn Camp over the last twenty years. 
(Picture provided by Vice President Jerry 
Liston.) 

Recipient of Golden Spatula Award

 

IVFA CENTRAL 
OFFICE

P.O. BOX 4797, EVANSVILLE, IN 47724
877-606-IVFA / 812-867-3293

812-867-3471 - FAX

DO NOT CALL RENSSELAER PRINTCO

WITH ADDRESS CHANGES OR

LICENSE PLATE INFORMATION

I.V.F.A. Benefits
EFR IGIF H TR EE RE 'T S

N  AU SL SO OV C

A IAN TA II OD NNI

IN .®C

“ANGEL” Award
To be presented at the opening meeting at the annual convention by 

the President of the IVFA and the State Fire Marshal or an appointee 
representing the Burn Camp.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RECIPIENT:
- Female firefighter
- Member of the IVFA
- Can be a state officer (but not required)
- Minimum of 5 years of service
- Involved with fire service, fire prevention, and community 

service
- No posthumous awards
- Letters must be submitted by FEBRUARY 1 of each year
THE AWARD:
There will be a minimum of $100.00 gift to the Hoosier Burn Camp 

in the recipient’s honor.
Trophy – Acrylic flame with an angel engraved on the top. The 

bottom shelf will have a firefighter holding a child and the middle 
shelf will have a plaque that reads:

There have been times
When you didn’t have any time
And yet you took the time.
There have been times
When you had enough cares
Of your own,
And yet you still cared.
There have been times
When you had given
All you could give,
And yet, you kept on giving.
Thank you.
Letters of nomination should be sent to the IVFA Central Office:
      Angel Award Committee
      P.O. Box 4797
      Evansville, IN 47724

November deadline is 
October 5, 2021
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Please support
the advertisers

who help to make
this publication

possible!

Fish fries held throughout District 14

District 14 Miss Flame Reese Cannon helping the Dupont 

Fire Department ladies at their bake sale.

District 14 Miss Flame Reese Cannon with District 14 chairman 
Rick Cannon, vice chairman Charlie Heishman and secretary and 
treasurer Richie Cannon.

District 14 Miss Flame 
Reese Cannon at the Dupont 
fish fry doing what all District 
14 Miss Flames have to do is 
to hold raw fish!

Dupont fish fry

Miss Flame Reese Cannon with 
Dupont fire chief George Canfield.

Vernon Fi re  
Department ladies 
c o o k i n g  t h e  
meeting meal.

North Vernon Fire Department IVFA meeting.

 Smoke damages health!
     All smoke contains harmful pollutants, some of which are toxic. These 
pollutants can harm your family’s and neighbors’ health and the environment. 
This pollution doesn’t stay on your property. It drifts away and other people 
suffer. Because smoke is usually close to the ground, it is breathed in before it 
disperses. In addition, fires and smoke often create a nuisance and can destroy 
property when they get out of hand.

Perhaps you know someone who has asthma, emphysema, bronchitis, 
pneumonia or allergies. They’ll tell you how smoke makes breathing especially 
difficult. Older people, those with lung problems, and pregnant or nursing women 
may suffer more serious health effects than other adults.

Repeated exposure to smoke can also cause developmental problems in 
children and increase the chances of getting cancer. Even healthy children and 
adults are affected by small particles, molds, fungi and chemical pollutants in 
smoke.

Open burning can cause . . .
• Eye, nose, and throat irritation;
• Lung irritation and congestion;
• Shortness of breath and coughing;
• Stomach or intestinal upset;
• Headaches or memory loss;
• Skin irritations or burns;
• Eye damage

- submitted by Rick Cannon, District 14 chairman
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A Complete Maintenance Center for All 
Brands of Fire Apparatus & Pumps

Waterous 
Service 
Center

4681 S. 300 E.
Anderson, Indiana 46017-9508

e-mail - Shrevesfarms@gmail.com

Phone (765) 649-8104
Cell (765) 623-0339
Fax 765-378-4076

PHIL SHREVESSTEVE SHREVES

EVR ESH

S

Accredited 
Business

INTERNATIONAL

Sa le el sc  i &he  SV ey rvc in ce eg ,r  Ie ncm .E
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Man who originally installed pump on Carmel 
fire engine helps lower it back in place

The Carmel Fire Dept. held a ceremony April 21 at its maintenance facility to place the 
pump on a 1960 Ford C850 fire truck that is in the process of being restored. The old Engine 
One was originally built for CFD and was in service from 1960 until the early 1980s.

CFD invited Phil Shreves and his son, Steve Shreves, to help lower the pump into place. 
Phil, 87, placed the original pump on the fire engine as a young employee at Howe Fire 
Apparatus in Anderson. Steve joined the company in 1975.

Phil and Steve helped found Manifold & Shreves Emergency Vehicle Sales and Service in 1979 after the Howe plant closed. Manifold & Shreves 
refurbished the truck in the early 1980s before it was sold to the Fishers Fire Dept. and has provided apparatus and service to CFD since then. Steve also 
has helped with research to help restore the engine.

CFD rediscovered the truck in a Kentucky junkyard in 2017. After restoration, which is projected to be complete in 2022, the engine is expected to be 
stored and displayed at a five-story building under construction on Veterans Way that will house CFD headquarters, a museum, community gathering 
space and the Survive Alive Village experience for children.

Learn more about the restoration project, which is aiming for completion in 2022, or make a donation at gofundme.com/f/old-engine-one-restoration.

(Above) Phil Shreves helps lower the restored pump to the chassis. (Photo by Ann Marie Shambaugh)

(Article submitted from LeMoyne ‘Buz’ Koehler and re-printed with 
permission from the Carmel Fire Department / Gary Dufek.) - Article by Ann 
Marie Shambaugh - April 21, 2021.

DISTRICT 2 REPORT

Paul Watland - Chairman

District 1 &2 IVFA Meeting 
May 19, 2021 

Kouts VFD, Kouts, IN

Pledge led by Larry Curl, IVFA 
Lobbyist. Thanked Kouts VFD for 
hosting meeting. 

Guests: Larry Curl, IVFA 
Lobbyist; Jerry Liston, IVFA VP; 
Lorelei Seip, California Casualty 
Insurance  Co. ;  Dis t r ic t  1  
Chairman Marshall Neese. 

Meeting commenced at 7:32 
p.m. 15 members in attendance. 

Lorelei  f rom California  
Casualty said her company is 
endorsed by the IVFA and offers 
special rates to our members. 
Talked about other offers and 
different plans available. 

Larry Curl, IVFA Lobbyist: 
said 6 or 7 bills were passed 
concerning the IVFA. Bill #1032 - 
new home safety devices, Bill 
#1065 - Fire Protection territories, 
Bill #1115 - interfering with public 
safety, Bill #1201-Emergency 
transportation of canine unit in 
ambulance, Bill #1230 -Safe 
Haven 911 bill for newbom babies, 
Bill #1270 Homeland Security bill 
- covers fire chiefs executive 

training programs, 40 hour course. 
Lawsuits running wild. 

Ivy Tech Program: 2 year 
program available. Hope to extend 
program for another year. Purdue 
Global getting involved, can get a 
degree at a reduced cost. 

Indiana next  level  jobs 
program, 6 categories. Need to 
create a benefits program for the 
volunteers. 

American Rescue Plan for 
Infrastructure, new equipment. 

Legislators working on VF 
p e n s i o n  p a c k a g e  t h r o u g h  
Township Trustees. 

Jerry Liston, IVFA VP:FEMA 
reimbursement for expenses 
related to COVID supplies. Pay 
for fuel for designated COVID 19 
vehicle. 

Dues packets are out. Check 
address and beneficiaries. July 31 
dues are due. If you receive a 
questionnaire from American 
Income Life, you do not need to 
return it. 

All forms, meeting dates and 
any questions concerning the 
IVFA is available on the website. 

Clothing claims limited to 
$100. $150 for eyeglasses. 

DISTRICT 1 REPORT

Marshall Neese - Chairman

Cellphones are not covered. 
Awards nominations are due by 

F e b r u a r y  1 s t ,  B r i d g e p o r t  
Scholarship applications due by 
March 1st. 

District Awards are due by 
February 1st. 

Convention June 9-11 in 
Clarksville. 

Old business: None. 
New business: None. 
Have had many deaths during 

the COVID period. A moment of 
silence was held in their memory. 

Announcements: Keener Twp. 
VFD fish fry at American Legion on 
June 4. 

CPFR golf outing June 12. 
Next meeting: July 221 at 

Merrillville VFD. 

Notes by Bob Szot, 
submitted by Paul Watland, 
District 2, Chairman

e-mail news
and photos to

printco@rhsi.tv
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