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Explosion Leaves $800,000 Loss 

e I e R i I e : ers from the Kankakee Volun- 

: : Sl ; .y ; _ teer Fire Department at Rolling Prairie pour water onto the Lakeland 

& Smoke rises from the debris of a truck carrying liquefied petroleum involved in a collision with the Grand ' pi oworks Co., near LaPorte. Lightning was believed to h
ave struck the 

Ca":'r';’l"‘;‘;-'}’?_etgt_ train north of Wanatah on U.S. 421. The driver of the truck was killed in the accident. The tank building, resulting in a fire estimated to have caused hdredsiof 

= S 5oe was knocked 600 feer east of the road in the collision. thousands of dollars in damage. Two people were treated for smoke 
Phota by Wm. T -€-v=denberd  inh~t-st.. bt v cmmclnun imfoinn cenn gqnnflediisefigh!\el’s Ee/tgmeg to s s . 

e ANABGE e e the Troin — then Tl Zila . on, Photo Courtesy LaPorte Herald Argus (Photo by Ed Jane) — —— AR A e iquesss =T - Into the train — then ‘it Zila said a man and h son, oto Courtesy LaPo era qus (Photo by Ed Janey s 

petroleum gas smashed 1 L was just nothing but a boom and  waiting in a truck in front of him, | 

frelght train, Killing one person flames,” said Zila, who escaped jumped from their truck with their 

and exploding into a fireball that injury. bodies afflame. Zila and others 

burned seven other motorists The truck hit the north side of beat out the fire. 
‘waiting at a railroad crossing. the train. Its tractor was flung 80 On the south side of the tracks, 
The tanker showered flames yards west, while the tanker lan- a van, pickup truck and car 

over at least five other vehicles ded 600 feet east of the collision carrying a total of five passengers 
~ when it rammed a Grand Trunk site after the bottled gas ex- all caught fire. 

Railroad freight train at a ploded. Haskell  Heights  resident 

crossing on U.S. 421 at Haskell The concussion knocked about  Richard Drwecki said he ran from 

Heights midway between 10 cars of the eastbound train off his home nearby to find two oc- 

Wanatah and Westville. the track, and several caught fire.  cupants of a van burned and lying 

The trucker, from Elkhart, was Tracks in both directions were ina ditch south of the tracks. 

killed outright when he drove torn up, closing the Grand Trunk “They looked bad,” said Dr- 

around a line of vehicles waiting to traffic. wecki of the two whose clothes 
for the train and rammed into the,  Grass for a 100 yards around were burned away. 

LAPORTE — Walter Buss, chief of the Kankakee Twp. Volunteer Fire. 
Department, said Saturday, June 24, that damage from an explosion 
and fire Friday at the Lakeland Fireworks Co. in northern LaPorte 
County has been estimated at $800,000. 

Buss said investigators from the state fire marshal’s office have deter- 
mined that lightning struck a “riser” from an electrical box on the 
building, causing the box to explode, which in turn ignited fireworks in- 
side the building. 5 
Two persons suffered from smoke inhalation, but no serious injuries 

were reported. 
Employees escaped the building safely and nearby residents were 

evacuated during the height of the blaze. 
The building, valued at $50,000, was destroyed along with fireworks 

valued at $750,000, according to Buss. 

train’s side. Occupants of another * 
truck and three other vehicles 
stopped near the tracks were in- 

the crossing was scorched, and 
vehicles waiting at the front of the 
line on both sides erupted into 

Another resident, Ray Biggs, 
drove two other injured people to 
Porter Memorial. 

jured and in some cases blown out 
of their autos when the gas tank 
exploded. 

Five of the injured were brought 
to Porter Memorial Hospital. 
Marian Dick, a spokeswomen 
there, said two were treated and 
released but three others were 
critically burned and were airlif- 
ted to burn wards at hospitals in 
Fort Wayne and Chicago. 
The other two injured were 

taken to St. Anthony Hospital in 
Michigan City. They also were 
burned by the massive explosion. 
Major Melvin Shinn of LaPorte 

County police said it appears that 
in'a thick early morning fog, the 
trucker did not see the passing 
freight train or flashing railroad 

signals and barricades. 
Dennis Zila, a Michigan City 

truck driver who stopped for the 
train, said the truck passed him 
as it drove into the side of the 
train, 

Photo Coufiesy LaPrte Herald Argus (Photo by Rich Cheever) 

Buss said a ground wire from the electrical box was too small to carry 
the charge produced by the lightning bolt, and that caused the box to 
explode. ¥ 

The fire started about 11:30 a.m. Friday, June 24, and firemen from 
four LaPorte County departments fought the blaze for several hours. 
They returned to the scene late Friday, when the blaze rekindled, and 
remained there until the early-morning hours Saturday. - 
Buss said six LaPorte area businessmen owned the firm, while the 

building was owned by William Loucks. The business wasmanaged by 
Mark Sobecki, one of the two persons treated for smoke inhalation. : 
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Exfiosition 
October 11-14 

The first, annual  Grear 
American Firehouse Exposition & 
Muster, sponsored by Firehouse 
Magazine, comes to Baltimore Maryland October 11-14, 1984 
The exhibits, featuring more thar; 
150 leading manufacturers and 
suppliers in the fire service, will 
be held at the Baltimore Civic 
Center from 9 a.m, to 1 p.m. and 
3-8 p.m. on Thursday, October 
11; from 9 a.m to 6 p.m. on 
Friday, and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday. The Professional In- 
formation Programs, held at the 
Baltimore Convention Center, 
will be from 1-5 p.m. both Thur- 
sday and Friday. The Sunday, 
October 14 Muster, will take 
place at Pier 6 in the Inner Har- 
bor. 

A ticket good for all events is 
- available in advance for $25.00 - 
a 45% savings. Daily tickets for 
the exhibits will be avaijlable at 
the  door. Tickets for the 
Professional Information 

Programs will be sold daily on a 
space available basis. 
To pre-register, send $25.00 

per person with title, name, ad- 

dress and telephone number to 
Firehouse Expo, 515 Madison 
Ave., New York, NY 10022 or, to 

pre-register with Mastercard or 

VISA, call (212) 935-4550. For in- 

formation about group discounts 

or other questions, call Susan 

Brandt, Show Director, at the 

above number. 

There's no time like a good time 

with America’s Bravest! 
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INDIANA CELEBRATES!! 
March 18 was not a typical day 

for,Center Townhsip Arbor. Arbor 
members, their guests and 

~ neighbors, and members from the 
local church all gathered together 
to bestow well-deserved 
recognition to Harriet and David 

Mikel, who jointly gave 60 years 
of volunteer work to the Center 
Township Fire  Department. 
(Harriet has given 25 years on the 
telephone and radio; David has 
given 35 years as a volunteer 
fireman.) 
The awarding of the Gleaner’s 

recognition plaque was 
accompanied by a tribute from 

S & S TANK CO., INC 
Manufacturers of Stainless Steel Tankers 

Custom built tanks on your chassis or ours 

Skid Tank Units 
- ® Fire Equipment 
® Pumps 

" @ Valves 
® New & Used Tanks 

For personal evaluation or 
quotation on your Fire Truck 

- Tankers call -4 

1-317-948-3. 
4353 West 1900 N-48 
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the State Fire Marshall, William 
Goodwin. Other speakers 
included the IVFA President Carl 
Bruns, the secretary Douglas 
Bechtel and district 4 Chairman 
Harold L. Price. 

Many other officers and fire 
chiefs were in attendance, also. 
Charles Schafer, chief of the 
Center Township  Gleaners, 
served as master of ceremonies. 

Delicious 
punch and cake were served. “It 
was a day to remember,” reports 

Elnora Stickley. “Its fun and 
fellowship surpassed that o(‘{gi_'t\i 
meetings in the past 60 yearsil” 
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District 12 

Secretary Bogden cast one 

unanimous vote for James R. 

Bruner. 
Chairman Johnson stated that 

we need host departments for the 

new year. After several volun- 

teers, they are as follows: 

Sept. 17, 1984 - Wayne Twp. Vol. 

Fire Dept. #2 

Nov. 19, 1984 - Danville Vol. Fire 

Dept. 

Jan. ‘21, 1985 - Decatur Twp. 

Dept. #4 3 
Mar. 18, 1985 - Mooresville Vol. 

Fire Dept. 
May 20, 1985 - Hazelwood Vol. 

Fire Dept. 
July 15, 1985 - 
(Mooresville) 
Chairman Johnson gave a few 

remarks regarding the Farm 
Bureau Insurance Award of Ex- 
cellence. This will be presented 
annualy at the Indiana Volunteer 
Firemen Convention. All depart- 
ments are eligble to enter. He also 
read the rules and gave out ap- 
plications. 

* Chairman Johnson gave a few 
special remarks regarding the 
Midwest Award that we should 

come up with several names for 

this award. A committee of James 

R. Bruner, Robert Sutton and 

James A. Bruner will review the 

applicants. 

Miss Flame Committee - It was 

decided we should take another 

look at this program after a few 

pros and cons. A motion was 

made by Rosie Johnson and 

seconded by James A. Bruner, 

that we  let the 12th District 

Ladies Auxiliary take this project 

over and the men will help with 

the expenses. Motion carried. 
It was stated that the State 

Police can use their Post at 9600 
East 2Ist Street for training on 
Defensiveglriving By Law. This 

will be a one day class from 94, 2 

Brown Twp. 

man Johnson stated. fa soon 35 
e can make final arrangements 
everyone will be notified. 
Toddy Michl, P.R.W.C. gave a 

few remarks regarding dues for 
membership. They will accept 
$5.00 membership until Sep- 

_ tember 30. After that dues will be 
$7.50. He also stated that there is 
a bill in legislature where paid 
firemen will be training volunteers 
if this academy goes through and 
wants all of us to help kill this 

Measure. 
2nd Roli Call 

Chief James R. Bruner 
troduced his host. 

in- 

there being no other name, - 

Continued from page 22 

Qur 50/50 drawing was held. 
The winner was Helen Michl, who 
in turn gave her winning back to 
the district. 
Good Of The Order - None 

There. being no  further 
business, motion to adjourn, with 

refreshments being served by the 
Host Department at 9:00 p.m. 

Charles Bogden 

12th District Secretary 

I.V.F.A. 12th District Meeting 

Hazelwood Vol. Fire Dept. 

(Henricks Co.) May 21, 1984 

Meeting called to order by 
Chairman Don Johnson at 7:35 
p.m. with 45 members represen- 
ting 12 departments. Our pledge 
to the flag was led by our Sat.-At- 
Arms Art Kinney and opening 
prayer was given by our Chaplain 
James Bruner. 

Introduction of guests as 
follows: Toddy Michl, P.R.W.C., 
Miss Amy Robinson, our 12th 
District Miss Flame. 
Correspondence - None 
Minutes of previous meeting 

were read and accepted. 
Treasurer Report - Given and 
accepted. 
Unfinished Business - Chair- 
man Johnson stated that he was 
having problems with the State 
Police regarding the training 
school to be held June 7th. They 
are to put on this program and 

just as soon as things can be 

worked out he will notify the 
district. 
The father of our Miss Flame 

was presented with the $125.00 
expense money for Amy Robin- 

son. 
New Business - Chairman 
Johnson stated that the State of 
Indiana wants to build a Fire 
Academy in Plainfield and wanted 
the members present to send let- 
ters to the LV.F.A. 

members present if they were get- 
ting their paper. Still having 
problems in mailing. Please give 
him your correct address. 
Chairman Johnson also gave a 

few remarks regarding our up and 
coming State Convention, what to 

expect in many resolutions regar- 
ding annual dues, etc. 
Toddy Michl gave a report 

regarding your dues money, what 
your $5.00 went for, many 

classifications. He also gave some 

good remarks about Jack Ford 
during the recent General Assem- 

bly. 
A question was asked about 

\ Superior 

A hydraulic rescue 

extrication situations. 

When you‘re equipped with 
you're ready to handle any 

Qaccessories, 

World’s most powerful 
750,000 candlepower. 

Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

George N. Walda . 

H.K. Porter "The Arsenal” 

; system based on 

independent pieces of equipment. The power source is air 
and the system is fruly portable. “The Arsenal” Exactly 

what you need to fight for lives in the toughest rescue & 

Vetter System 
Power Lift Bags - Haz-Mat Bags 

of products has earned the right to be called “Lifesavers.” 

Maxon Handy Talkie 
Mcxon.is a hand held portable radio which combines 
small size, full features with a wide range of options and 

Collins Dynamics 
12-volt, 

Extrication System 
824 Bimini Lane 

219-749-0807 

separate and 

the Vetter family of products, 
emergency. The Vetter family 

in ruling - 

' srzs. No date fias been ey fChhfci-:-q.?.fl_flfilusf.tthflffl‘V.
?.mw.. - TasneuT T 

quartz halogen light. 

I.V.F.A. funds and why we are in 
the red. After a few pros and cons, 
I believe the members present 
were given an honest answer. 

2nd Roll Call 
Good Of The Order - 

Hazelwood will be having a Fish 

Fry, June 28, 29 and 30. 
Next 12th District Meeting will 

be at Mooresville Vol. Fire Dept. 

July 16th. This will also be our an- 

nual election for district officers. 
Clayton Vol. Fire Dept. will be 

having a Summerfest, June 9th. 
Chief Ed Nelson introduced the 

Host Department firemen and 
ladies auxiliary. 
A training film was presented 

with refreshment served by the 
host department. Motion to ad- 
journat 9:10 p.m. 

Charles Bogden 
12th District Secretary 

Rigorous 
training 

offered 
firemen 

in Decatur 

County 

Reprinted from the Greensburg 
Daily News, 4-12-84 
Firemen are not born, they are 

made. And a great many of the 
area’s firemen are made in Green- 
sburg at the Decatur County Fire 

Academy. The Academy, which 
started this year’s session in early 
December, ends tonight with the 
certification examinations 
required under the State Fire 
Marshal'’s system of certification. 
The Academy has trained ap- 

proximately 75 percent of Green- 
sburg’s firemen, and a large 
proportion of the county's 
tivefigliters.” The high level of 
training offered by the Decatur 

County Fire Academy.and other 
training programs in  the area 

have resulted in firefighting 

capabilities that have improved 
“three or four hundred percent,” 

according to Greensburg Fireman 
John Tumilty, one of the 
Academy’s chief instructors. 

Tumilty, a captain on the 

Greensburg Fire Department, 
Sheridan Bentley, the other Chief 

\ 

Instructor and Chief of the Letts 

Volunteer Fire Department, and 

about a dozen other instructors 

are responsible for the majority of 

the firefighting knowledge im- 

parted to their less experienced 

students. 
Hundreds of firemen from 

neighboring communities such as 

Shelbyville, Columbus, Coner- 

sville, North Vernon, Batesville, 

Morris, Hartsville, and Oldenburg 

have attended the academy at 

one time or another in its six-year 

history. 

Approximately 75  student 

firefighters of all ages and ex- 
perience levels from about ten dif- 
ferent departments attended this 

year’s session. 
Four types of firefighter cer- 

tification are available from the 
Academy: Second Class, First 

Class, and two types of Master 
Firefighter. A beginning 
firefighter earns his Second Class 

certification by attending 100 
hours of classes, covering most of 
the basics of firefighting. More 
advanced techniques are taught 

to a firefighter for his or her 

Second Class certification in 60 
hours of class. To become eligible 

to certify as a First Class 
Firefighter, a year of fire service 
and a Second Class rating is 
required. 
Seven types of  Master 

Firefighters are recognized by the 

State Fire Marshal’s office. The 
areas a Master Firefighter can 
specialize in are: fire prevention, 

fire and arson investigation, fire 
protection engineering 

technology, fire tactics, aircraft 
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We will bring everything to present a 
professional wrestling show and pay youa - 
big percentage of the gate. For more in- 
formation call Masher Stevens 317-241-1838 

or write: 

BIG TIME CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, INC. 

2731 Westbrook Sireet 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46241 

0CHNO00000000000060000 

crash and rescue, instructor, and 

fire service management. 

firefighter must have his second
 

class certification and five years
 

fire service to become eligible to 

certify for any Master Firefighter 

category. 

The Academy usually consists 

of classes once or twice a week for 

approximately four months. A~ 

fireman attending the Academy to 

be ‘Second Class firefighter will 

have class twice a week, those in 

First Class or Master’s training 

will attend class once a week. In 

addition to classroom time, there 

are all manner of drills and large 

exercises termed “practice bur- 

ns.” . 
The class time and drills are 

designed in accordance with 

requirements outlined by the 

State Fire Marshal’s office for the 

certification of each level of 

firefighter. Each student must 

pass a test approved by the Fire 

Marshal’'s office in order to 

become certified. 

Although state certification is 

not mandatory by law in Indiana, 

in many departments, cer- 

tification is required to become an 

officer in the department, said 

Tumilty. According to Tumilty, a 

long-time veteran of the Green- 

sburg Fire Department, all of 
Greensburg’s full-time firefighters 

are state certified, most through 

the Decatur County Fire 
Academy. In addition to having 

an extremely well-trained force of 

firefighters, Tumilty believes that 

one of the main advantages of the 
Academy is that many of the 

Continued on Page 24 
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FIRE & SAFETY EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
FIRE APPARATUS SALES & SERVICE 
OHIO, INDIANA & KENTUCKY 

A Letter to the Fire Service . 

Alliance Fire & Safety Equipment ... | 
. is the new distributor of Emergency One Fire Apparatus for Indiana, Ohio, and 

Kentucky. Pumpers, Aerial Devices, Rescue Squads, Tankers, Special Call Units, 

Chemical Wagons and Light Trucks . . . we make them all. If your department has new 

or used apparatus in the future, let's talk, after all ‘talk’s cheap’. 

Fire Apparatus Service . . . 
.. .Alliance Service Centers are located in Columbus, Ohio and Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Factory trained service speciclists and two mobil service vans to respond to your 

location whenever and wherever you need us. Any type fire apparatus, any type 

we service your whole department, ‘including all makes of "Snorkel” 

... Not Just Trucks. Alliance Fire and Safety carries everything the fire service needs. 

Hose, nozzles, protective clothing, lights, sirens, valves and all types of Rescue 

Equipment, featuring "Kinman" rescue tool . . . EVERYTHING. 

Before you invest your department’s money in a purchase of Fire Fighting Equi
pment, 

give Alliance a try, we want to work with you. 

Chris Dierks 

Service/Sales 
P.O. Box 28636 e Columbus, Ohio 43228 e ( 

P.O.Box 31198 e indianapolis, Indiana 46224 e (317) 839-8666 

-Sales 

Steve Johnson 

614) 279-7997 

DIVISION OF A-T-O INC. 

Sincerely, 

John Odakley 
President 



PAGE TWENTY-FOUR THE INDIANA VOLUNTEER FIREMAN 

| 
! 

- Training 

Academy 
Conrinuédjrom page 23 

area’s firemen are trained 
similarly and are familiar with the 
same firefighting technigues. This 
is a great advantage in a rural 
area like Decatur County where 
mutual aid between fire depart- 
ments is a frequent occurance. 
The common training received by 

firefighters from the Decatur 
County Fire Academy means that 
firemen from different depart- 
ments in the area can work 
together faster and more ef- 
fectively when the situation 
demands it. 
This  co-operation 

firemen from different depart- 
ments is demonstrated and 
fostered at what is called a prac- 
tice burn. An abandoned building 
is set ablaze by firemen. Students 
from different classes and depart- 
ments are combined into a single 
unit to practice various aspects of 
firefighting on the burning struc- 
ture. This year the academy bur- 

ned two buildings whose owners 
wanted the structures destroyed. 
An abandoned church in 

Waynesburg was burned in 

February, and a farmhouse near 
Enochsburg was set ablaze in 
early March. In both instances, 
students in their respective 
classes were assigned duties by a 
fire commander and captains who 

were picked from the Master class 
by the Academy instructors. 

Students practiced using air 

masks, hoses, ladders, forcible 
entry, rescue, techniques and 

other firefighting procedures 
during these practice burns. Dif- 
ferent tasks were assigned studen- 
ts during the exercise. 

For instance, at each burn a 

among 

team of student firefighters was - 

assigned to protect a structure 

quite close to the burning building 

and prevent the nearby structure 

from catching fire. At 

‘Waynesburg, an outhouse was 

salvaged from the church’s 

flames with nary a scorch. In 

another type of drill, a small, 

smoky fire was set inside the 

closed up farmhouse in 
Enochsburg, and students donned 
air masks to retrieve from inside 
the smoke filled building a taped- 
up bundle of old fire hose 
weighinga about 150 pounds, 
which represented a smoke 

inhalation victim. 

Though the students get wet, 
tired, and dirty at these drills, 

they don’t seem to mind the time 
and effort. The result is better fire 
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protection for Decatur County 

and its surrounding areas, and 
safer lives for everyone. 

If anyone needs information on 
starting a school of this type, con- 

tact Captain John Tumilty of the 
GrecnoLUrs  Fire  Flogsearesmmne  a 

myself. - 

Chief SR Bentley 
Letts Volunteer Fire Dept. 
R5, Box 140 
Greensburg, IN 47240 
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Placing of roses. Ph(uu ry Leo nu.lae” 

. Largest Supplier 
of uniforms, 

furnout gear and 
equipment to the 

Fire Service 

Call Collect or Write for Free Catalog— 
552 W.RooseveltRd: « Chicago: lllinois 60607 

 (312)922-0334 

Anderson 

@ Complete or Partial Paint Jobs 

© Sheet Metal Work 

® Tanks Repaired or Replaced 

@ Pumps Rebuilt 

® Insurance Certification Tests 
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Authorized Service Center For 
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Emergency Vehicle Sales & Service, Inc. | 
Russ Manifold 

Sales Manager 

317-644-2225 

120 - D West Vineyard 

317-649-8104 
Phil Shreves 

Service Manager 
317-378-3905 

Anderson, IN 46012 
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